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EXPLORERS WAY

ADELAIDE TO COOBER PEDY  
846 km 1 - 4 DAYS�
Starting in Adelaide, South Australia, call into some of Australia’s 
favourite natural icons. Explore Coober Pedy through to the Northern 
Territory onto Uluru Kata Tjuta, Watarrka / Kings Canyon, the 
MacDonnell Ranges and Karlu Karlu / Devils Marbles and onto Darwin. 
Your love of adventure will see you follow the route of the 1862 explorer 
John McDouall Stuart, to whom the Stuart Highway was named.

COOBER PEDY TO ULURU  
734 km 1 - 2 DAYS  
Leaving Coober Pedy, you are heading north towards the Northern 
Territory border and onto the Stuart/Lasseter Highways to Uluru Kata 
Tjuta National Park, passing Mt Conner often confusing visitors of an 
early sighting of another famous red icon!

ULURU TO WATARRKA/KINGS CANYON  
300 km 1 DAY  
Heading from Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park, drive along the Lasseter 
Highway to the Luritja Highway turnoff. Drive through desert oak 
country and arrive at the stunning Watarrka / Kings Canyon with 
walking trails, huge sandstone walls and breathtaking views.

THE STUART HIGHWAY 
COOBER PEDY TO TENNANT CREEK - 1177 KM
Allow approx. 9+ days - Add time to appreciate 
attractions to see, adventures to explore, stops in 
roadhouses, and rest days.

MOBILE NETWORK COVERAGE
Coverage is limited from the outskirts of most outback 
towns. Download all maps, guides, fact sheets, audio 
guides while you have mobile coverage. Look for Wi-Fi 
hotspots located in more remote tourist sites.

Camping near Kings Canyon
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Painted Desert SA

WATARRKA/KINGS CANYON  
TO ALICE SPRINGS*� *Permit required 
474 km 1 - 2 DAYS
After your day/s in this region you have the choice of following the 
Red Centre Way and along the Mereenie Loop road, providing you have 
a 4WD vehicle, or the sealed Luritja and Lasseter Highways that will 
bring you back to the Stuart Highway and north to Alice Springs.  
Allow extra times/days for Henbury Meteorite Conservation Park, 
Stuarts Well Roadhouse and Rainbow Valley stop overs.

WEST MACDONNELL RANGES  
AND GLEN HELEN  
103 KM ONE WAY 1+ DAY
Part of the Red Centre Way, this easy day trip from Alice Springs 
takes you along a sealed road to walking trails, stunning chasms, and 
gorgeous gorges! Enjoy the waterholes with a swim, and enjoy some 
of the unique spots like the Ochre Pits, Ellery Big Hole and Ormiston 
Gorge. Plan extra days if you wish to enjoy camping adventures. 

ALICE SPRINGS TO TENNANT CREEK  
510 km 1+ DAY
North of Alice Springs you travel through many points of interest 
both with historical and natural beauty, from Connors Well to Native 
Gap to the incredible Karlu Karlu / Devils Marbles, important to the 
Warumungu people. These massive boulders are continually cracking 
and changing and are strewn across a wide and shallow valley.

The Explorers Way continues from Tennant Creek to Darwin for 
another 989 km. The changing landscapes are all beautiful, so take 
your time to really explore. 
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South Stuart Highway,
Kulgera NT 0872

08 8956 0973

“First and Last Hotel
in the Territory”

KULGERA ROADHOUSE, just north of the SA border, offers fuel, 
food, cold beer and warm beds for weary travellers. The campgrounds 
have hot showers, clean toilets and high-speed Telstra coverage. Book 
ahead by phone or email for powered sites and there are plenty of 
unpowered spots available. Come recharge for your next adventure.

http://kulgeraroadhouse.com.au/
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CURTIN SPRINGS
Mount Conner, located on the private 
property of Curtin Springs Station, reaches 
859 metres (2,818 ft) above sea level or 
344m above the surrounding plains. It is a 
distinctive flat-topped sandstone mesa. It is 
often confused with another famous ‘rock’. 
You can only access Mt Conner by joining a 
tour or a Curtin Springs Walk. Ask at Curtin 
Springs Wayside Inn for further details.

WHAT IS A WAYSIDE INN?
In early days pastoral cattle stations were called upon to provide 
services for an increasing number of tourists. From this grew 
‘Wayside Inns’. They were created, providing structured support 
and a range of services to the travelling public. They had to offer 
their services 365 days a year and could be open 24 hours a day.  
As visitor numbers increased further, roadhouses were created 
with more emphasis on fuel, but usually shorter open hours. 
Wayside Inns provide an iconic experience in the NT, where  
visitors get to spend time with the ‘locals’. 

WHAT PLANT IS THAT?
Parakeelya is a succulent plant and with the 
right rainfall can grow all year round in Central 
Australia. Due to the high quality of feed this 
plant offers, when the seasons are right, once 
every 7-10 years, cattle can go without needing 
to drink water for much longer periods.

CURTIN SPRINGS PAPER TOUR
Join us for a 1 hour tour to see how we make beautiful 
handmade paper from our native grasses. For current 
tour times check at the store or our website.

Lasseter Hwy, Via Alice Springs
Phone: 08 8956 2906

www.curtinsprings.com

Central Australia has a long, proud and strong pastoral industry. The 
land you will drive through on your visit is predominately privately 
owned, having been settled by very early explorers. These properties 
are challenged by the extreme environment and are now productive 
cattle stations. Curtin Springs Station is no exception.
“�Not long after we arrived in 1956, the heavens opened up and it  
rained 1 inch. Then it didn’t rain again for 9 years!” (Peter Severin)

https://www.curtinsprings.com/
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Lasseter Highway 
(via Alice Springs) NT 0872
P. +61 8 8956 2906 
www.curtinsprings.com

Curtin Springs 
Wayside Inn
Your perfect base to visit the Ayers Rock  
and Kings Canyon regions. A wide range  
of accommodation, powered sites and free  
unpowered sites, home-style meals and bar. 

Curtin Springs Paper
Curtin Springs makes handmade paper from
the native grasses found on Curtin Springs
Station. A distinctive and beautiful souvenir of 
Central Australia. 
For current tour times, please check at the
store or visit our website.
  

CURTIN SPRINGS WAYSIDE INN  Peel back the layers and 
discover the unique experiences and hospitality. We offer a range of 
accommodation options, a campground with powered and unpowered 
sites, fuel, store, bar and restaurant. Base yourself here and visit the 
other attractions of Uluru and Kings Canyon.

Some Cows

7

Peter & Dawn with their toddler son Ash arrived in Curtin Springs with 
1,500 cattle. Their home for the first three hard years was under the 
Bough Shed and they saw 6 visitors in their first year here. In the late 
Fifties, the first tourism pioneers began a new industry as Dawn saw 
the opportunity to diversify and supply scones and tea.
Australia continues to pull visitors to the rugged outback and Curtin 
Springs stands as testament to the commitment made by the Severin 
family to both the pastoral and tourism industries.

https://www.curtinsprings.com/
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ULURU KATA 
TJUTA NATIONAL 
PARK
An experience that will stay with you for 
a lifetime. The sheer red rock, its massive 
presence will wow your senses. Allow time 
to absorb the sight upon your arrival, explore 
specific viewing areas at sunrise and sunset; 
it’s unforgettable.

The ANANGU PEOPLE are the Traditional Owners of Uluru/Kata 
Tjuta; they welcome everyone to their country. This National Park 
represents the beating heart of our nation! Located near the centre of 
the Australian continent, the sacred rock formations of Uluru and Kata 
Tjuta, are a significant distance away for most visitors; but the moment 
you first set eyes upon Uluru, you will know that every step of that 
journey was well worth it! 
As you settle into your accommodation, plan to make the most of 
your 3 day park entrance pass, so you can participate in the variety of 
experiences on offer. 
The Yankunytjatjara and Pitjantjatjara people, the traditional landowners 
of Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park welcome you to their lands. The local 
people call themselves Anangu and ask you to use that word too, and 
they are proud to share their land and culture with you.

TJUKURPA – “our law, stories and spirituality”
This is the foundation of the Anangu Culture and has a complex and deep 
meaning that links Anangu to the environment and their ancestors. 
Covering from the beginning of time, Tjukurpa stories contain important 
stories of how to survive the desert and rules for appropriate behaviour. 
They are also used like maps, showing important features and how to 
travel from place to place, where food and water can be found. These are 
never written down, but passed on to the right people like an inheritance.
The understanding and depth of these stories increases throughout a 
person’s life. It tells the traditional law on how to care for each other and 
their land. It tells the relationship between people, plants, animals and 
the features of the land.

ANANGU WORDS
ANANGU WORD TRY TO SAY THE WORDS! WORD MEANING

Uluru ool-or-roo Name of a place, like Sydney or London

Kata Tjuta catta-jew-tah Many heads

Anangu arn-ung-oo Aboriginal people of the Western Desert

Palya pahl-yah Hello/goodbye/thankyou/welcome

Tjukurpa chook-orr-pa Creation time, law, way of life, story

Kapi kah-pee Water

Waru wah-roo Fire
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Kata Tjuta

A MORE RECENT HISTORY In the 1930s, flights and motor vehicles 
first made it to Uluru. Tourism was encouraged more in the late 1940s 
when the graded road finally linked Uluru to Alice Springs. Len Tuit 
began running tours, camping at the base, near the climb. In 1958, 
records show 2,296 people travelled to Uluru!
During the 1970s, the Aboriginal Land Council negotiated with 
authorities on the site for a new town - now called Yulara. By 1980 
improved road access and an airport meant more tourists were able to 
visit the Rock and the Olgas; basic motel accommodation was available 
with Ayers Rock Campground opening in 1983.
In 1985, the Commonwealth Government handed back the Ayers Rock 
(Uluru) National Park to Traditional Aboriginal Owners. 
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KATA TJUTA  
Kata Tjuta means ‘many heads’ in Pitjantjatjara – one of 
several local languages used in the Park and it is made up 
of 36 domes spread over 20 square kilometres, and higher 
than Uluru at 546 metres. Known also as The Olgas, Kata 
Tjuta offers wonderful walks like Walpa Gorge, the Valley 
of the Winds and viewing areas that are not to be missed.
Located at the base of Uluru, THE CULTURAL CENTRE exists to 
support the local community and deepen their understanding of Uluru-
Kata Tjuta National Park.
Learn about Anangu culture and the park’s natural environment 
through exhibits and free presentations with Anangu and park rangers.
There are also displays, a visitor information desk, Aboriginal art 
galleries and several community-owned shops and facilities.
The Cultural Centre buildings represent the two ancestral snakes that 
battled at Mutitjulu Waterhole and helped create Uluru: Kuniya, the 
woma python woman, and Liru, the poisonous brown snake man.

Artists from Mutitjulu community worked on the paintings, ceramics, 
glass, wood and audiovisual displays.
To make the most of your visit allow at least two hours to fully explore 
and appreciate the Cultural Centre.

Kata Tjuta

SCAN ME

Bookings: Please Scan the QR Code

voicemap.me

DISCOVERING ULURU - SELF DRIVE APP
Discover Uluru in the comfort of your own vehicle. 
From Uluru to Kata-Tjuta (The Olgas), it’s a fascinating 
half-day tour for all visitors.

Local Guides          Good Value          Great Experience

Uluru Kata Tjuta  
Cultural Centre

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/uluru/
https://voicemap.me/
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DID YOU KNOW?
Uluru towers at 348 metres above the ground  
making it taller than the Eiffel Tower in Paris.
Underground, Uluru extends at least another 2.5kms  

beneath the surface, further below than above ground.



These ancient red canyon walls soar 100m above Kings Creek to a 
plateau of rocky domes. The rock holes and gorges are an important 
refuge for many plants and animals. The sheltered environment below, 
in the creek bed, has a great range of flora including the MacDonnell 
Ranges Cycad.
THE KINGS CREEK WALK (2.6 km, one hour return) – Suitable for 
families and wheelchair access for the first 700 metres, this gentle 
slope of the track meanders up Kings Creek.

THE KINGS CANYON RIM WALK (6 km loop, 3-4 hours) – Suitable 
for fit and experienced walkers. The first steep climb is worth taking 
your time with, as it offers spectacular views from the Canyon rim and 
features the ‘Lost City’ and the lush vegetation of the ‘Garden of Eden’.
SOUTH WALL RETURN WALK (4.8 km, 2 hours return) – Suitable for 
fit and experienced walkers. Starting with a steep climb up the southern 
rim of Kings Canyon this walk offers stunning views of the Park’s 
geological features.
* �Check with your accommodation outlet for the gate closing times, as 

these walks can close early on days when the temperature forecast is 
36°C (97°F) or above.

Tours began in late 1961, thanks to the pioneering family of Jack 
Cotterill and his sons John and Jim, who set up their new place of 
Wallara Ranch approximately 110km (70 miles) from the Canyon, 
which continued running until the late 1980s. Today this region offers 
a few accommodation options, as there is no camping allowed in the 
National Park. 
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WATARRKA 
NATIONAL PARK/
KINGS CANYON
Explore Watarrka National Park/Kings 
Canyon at the end of the Gorge Gill Range 
with its majestic rocky cliff tops and winding 
quiet roads. See the magnificent views from 
the Rim Walk, rest at a waterhole, and enjoy 
a sunset or sunrise to remember. 

Kings Canyon Rim Walk

Kings Creek Walk
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Mushroom Rock – Rainbow Valley

SOUTH OF 
ALICE SPRINGS
Driving through undulating country along 
the Stuart Highway, you will come across  
welcoming roadhouses at Stuarts Well and 
Erldunda. You will cross the ancient Finke 
River with its wide sandy bed, one of the 
oldest natural watercourses in the world.

Just south of Alice Springs are some off-road experiences you don’t want 
to miss. Take the turn off to RAINBOW VALLEY CONSERVATION 
RESERVE, 75 kilometres south of Alice and along 22 kilometres of 
unsealed road to the scenic sandstone bluffs and cliffs. Here you will find 
a hidden treasure…
With significant archaeological sites and artefacts - evidence of ancient 
Aboriginal connections to the area, Rainbow Valley is at its most 
impressive in the early morning or late afternoon around sunset; Rainbow 
Valley is a photographer’s delight. There are two walking tracks within 
the Reserve; both are graded easy and are suitable for families. There are 
several viewing platforms along the way that provide the best views of 
Rainbow Valley. 
Make sure you visit Mushroom Rock, an interesting sandstone formation, 
which has been carved by wind and rain over millions of years.

Only 90kms south of Alice Springs, THE STUARTS WELL 
ROADHOUSE is a fantastic base from which to explore Rainbow Valley, 
Henbury Meteorite Craters and Chambers Pillar. Stop and relax a few 
days in the shady campground or well-appointed cabins. With meals that 
truckies drive for miles for, a pool and local wildlife, you will understand 
why even Alice Springs locals use this as a great getaway.

www.stuartswellroadhouse.com.au

STUARTS WELL ROADHOUSE

• Cabins • Shady Caravan Park
• Camping - Powered & Unpowered Sites
• Swimming Pool • Laundry • Meals
• Local Wildlife • Pet Friendly

Stuart Highway, Stuarts Well
08 8956 0808   stuartswell1@gmail.com

Only 90km south of Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway. Base 
yourself at Stuarts Well Roadhouse and explore Rainbow Valley, 
Henbury Meteorite Craters and Chambers Pillar.

SCAN ME

OWEN SPRINGS
Steeped in Territory history, 
this 1570km2 reserve is your 
true, no facilities, quiet bush 

4WD location. Scan the QR 
code for all the information 

you need in this National Park.

13www.exploreoz.com.au� SOUTH OF ALICE SPRINGS

https://stuartswellroadhouse.com.au/
https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/rainbow-valley-conservation-reserve
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Rainbow Valley Conservation Reserve
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DID YOU KNOW?
Airbags go off with  

leg breaking force –  
DON’T PUT YOUR FEET 
ON THE DASHBOARD!
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NAPWERTE / EWANINGA 
NAPWERTE / EWANINGA ROCK CARVINGS  
CONSERVATION RESERVE is 35kms south of Alice Springs and can 
be accessed by a 2WD vehicle. The park covers a six hectare region, 
protecting petroglyphs/rock engravings. These valuable links to 
early Arrernte people are on outcrops of sandstone, forming natural 
galleries featuring a variety of symbols or motifs. According to Arrernte 
custodians, these are sacred and too dangerous to reveal to those 
uninitiated into Aboriginal law.

CHAMBERS PILLAR HISTORICAL RESERVE   
The main access to Chambers Pillar Historical Reserve, 160 km south 
of Alice Springs, is along the Old South Road on a turnoff to the west 
of Maryvale Station. The road is unsealed and may be closed after rain. 
After the Maryvale turnoff, a 4WD is required to negotiate the deep 
sand drifts and steep jump ups. It is wise to let people in Alice Springs, 
or your next destination know your travel time for this visit. 
As you approach the reserve you will see the 50m high sandstone 
pillar; it towers impressively over the plains below. This site was 
recorded by John McDouall Stuart in April 1860, travelling north on 
his first attempt to cross Australia. Until the coming of 
the railway in the 1920s, the Pillar was a landmark in the 
desert on the long overland journey from Adelaide to Alice 
Springs. Many of those early travellers have left a record 
of their visit in the soft, white sandstone.

Chambers Pillar

Napwerte Ewaninga Rock Carvings Conservation Reserve

FACT SHEET

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/200035/chambers-pillar-historical-reserve-fact-sheet.pdf
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UNCONVENTIONAL 
COMPASS
Hold your watch horizontal 
to the ground, point the 12 
towards the sun. 
Mid-point between the 12 
and hour hand indicates the 
north-south line.

N

S

ALICE SPRINGS
“Welcome to Alice Springs, one of the 
most unique and iconic places in our 
beloved country. I’m excited for you to 
experience everything our community 
has to offer and am sure you’ll leave 
with fond memories and fun stories.
I hope you enjoy your stay!”

Alice Springs Mayor Matt Patterson

Your journey to The Red Centre will be one of expectation and 
wonder. The gateway to the heart and soul of Australia’s outback, is 
your introduction to a region, vast and rugged and one that will not 
disappoint. Flying into the Red Centre offers a ‘bird’s eye’ view of a 
landscape more colourful than most expect.
Covering from Coober Pedy in South Australia, to the Barkly region in 
the north and the iconic Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park to the west, 
this is a region that demands your attention and entices you to explore. 
The Red Centre offers a surprisingly varied experience, often drawing 
you back time and again, to enrich memories that last you a lifetime. 
Culturally rich and scenically diverse, each region you traverse through 
offers landscapes to marvel at and even the amateur photographer will 
be delighted with what their camera or phone can capture.

To maximise your stay in The Red Centre, your first stop should 
be the VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE in the Todd Mall for 
your full list of ‘what to do’. They can book tours, accommodation 
and offer you the best advice to make the most of your time 
here. Their award winning service will have you talking to a local 
who knows their ‘backyard’, and loves to share their passion.
More than half the land in the Northern Territory is Aboriginal 
owned and you may need a permit to travel through. Ask the 
friendly staff for any further information.

TRUST THE TICK!
Choose a business with the “tick”. All leading Australian tourism 

criteria to ensure you get the best quality product. 

 in advertising, sound environmental practices, appropriately 
 

 and adherence to a code of ethics. www.trusttheticknt.com.au

16	 Explore The Red Centre ALICE SPRINGS

https://trusttheticknt.com.au/
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Alice Springs at sunset from ANZAC Hill  

Tune into the
sounds of our
co�unity

Follow us on YouTube Streaming & On DemandLike us on Facebook Follow us on Instagram

8�C.com.au

You are spoilt for choice with attractions and adventures; and that’s 
just close to Alice Springs! A majestic hot air balloon ride at dawn, to  
a camel ride along the spine of the MacDonnell Ranges, or a stroll 
around the world renowned Desert Park - everyone will find a pace to 
suit them.
For bird lovers, Central Australia offers a wonderful variety of birds 
and wildlife, especially after recent rains. Keep a look out and see how 
many different species you can count.

8CCC COMMUNITY RADIO is committed to supporting local music 
and artists, with a policy to broadcast 1/3 music from The Barkly and 
Central Australia, 1/3 from the rest of Australia and 1/3 from the rest 
of the world. Equally important, 8CCC gives the Centre both a voice 
and choice, providing an alternative to mainstream commercial radio.

https://8ccc.com.au/
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Welcome – North of Alice Springs

WEATHER CONDITIONS 
Central Australia experiences four seasons with significant 
temperature fluctuations. Winter temperatures can plummet below 
0°C (32°F), while summer temperatures soar above 40°C (104°F). The 
semi-arid region's harsh conditions include sporadic rainfall, which can 
swiftly transform the normally dry Todd River into a raging torrent, 
posing risks to unprepared individuals or campers. Alice Springs 
witnessed wet conditions in the early 1920s but endured a prolonged 
drought from 1958 to 1965. Flooding in 1973, including Heavitree Gap, 
disrupted transportation, while major floods in 1983 and 1988 resulted 
in power outages and tragic drownings.

ALICE SPRINGS AVERAGE TEMPERATURES
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

High 35° 34° 32° 27° 22° 19° 18° 23° 29° 30° 33° 35°

LowLow 22° 21° 17° 13° 8° 5° 4° 9° 11° 15° 18° 20°

marketing@absoluteme.com.au
www.exploreoz.com.au
Photo Credits: Tourism NT/Tourism Australia, 
Shutterstock, Deb Tapaile, Oliver Eclipse, Lisa Hatz
Cover: Ormiston Pound by Benjamin Goode (Shutterstock)
Graphic Design: Gap Road Design Co.

Published & Distributed by

All information included in this guide is for general use only. Times/fees/dates are subject to change  
without notice. All images are subject to change and may not reflect each product or service.

SCAN + DOWNLOAD + LINKS!! 
Pick up one of our handy printed copies, 
or make the most of our online guides 
while you are in Mobile range. Easy links 
to NT Parks Fact Sheets, websites and 
other handy tips for your travels.
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Artwork by Roseranna
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https://parrtjimaaustralia.com.au/
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John McDouall  
Stuart    

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Visitor Information Centre ��������������� 1800 645 199
Police / Ambulance / Fire �������������������������������������000
Alice Springs Police Station ������������������������� 131 444
Alice Springs Hospital��������������������������������8951 7777
Emergency Roadside Assistance ������������������� 131 111
Road Conditions ������������������������������������ 1800 246 199
Crisis Line  �����������������������������������������������  1800 019 116
Aboriginal Land Permits ����������������������������8951 6211
Snake Catcher ��������������������������������������0407 983 276
Injured Wildlife ���������������������������������������  0419 221 128

MEDICAL 
PRACTITIONERS
Alice After Hours  
Clinic: 8951 7577
Bath Street Medical  
Centre: 8952 2000
Central Clinic:
8952 1088
Mall Medical Centre: 
8952 2744

A RECENT HISTORY OF  
CENTRAL AUSTRALIA
John McDouall Stuart was born in 1815 in Scotland and in 1839, 
after coming to join the surveying department in South Australia, he 
accompanied Charles Sturt on a 17 month expedition to Central Australia 
in 1844. In 1858 he returned with two others and reached as far as 
Tennant Creek. By 1862 he eventually reached the north coast after 
several other attempts that cost him the sight in one eye and a great 
impact on his health. The Stuart Highway was named in his honour.

The Alice Springs Telegraph Station was established in 1871, 
connecting the remote town by relaying messages at a speedy pace of 
5 hours in Morse code to Java and London! A far cry quicker than 3-4 
months by overland and boat. 

THE EARLY DAYS
In 1887, the discovery of gold at Arltunga, 100 kilometres east of the 
present Alice Springs, led to significant European settlement. Cattle 
stations soon followed, and Afghan camel trains travelled inland via 
Marree to Oodnadatta and on to Stuart town. All supplies for the 
miners and station owners were brought on the long journey up from 
Adelaide in dry and harsh conditions.
Previously called Stuart, the town was changed to Alice Springs in 
1933 and named after the wife of the former Postmaster General of 
South Australia, Sir Charles Todd. In 1909 the first stone building was 
the Old Stuart Gaol in Parsons Street, followed by the first hospital 
‘Adelaide House’ in 1926, when the European population of the town 
was about forty.

Flint Grave – Arltunga     
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In 1929, after the train line to the Centre was built, many of the Afghan 
cameleers settled in Stuart Town. Some became market gardeners 
supplying much needed fresh vegetables and planted the date palms near 
the present Town Council. Aboriginal Centralians outnumbered European 
Centralians until the mid-1930s. Few European women ventured in those 
early times; with minimal amenities and the relentless summer heat, dust 
storms and flies. Many of those who did, left a lasting legacy.
In 1939, the population was still under 1000 people and government funds 
were used to upgrade the Overland Telegraph Track. By 1941, when the 
first troop carrying convoys were dispatched to the region, the track was a 
gravel all-weather road.
Alice Springs grew rapidly during World War II, due to being an active 
staging base with 8000 soldiers posted in peak times. After the war the 
population dropped again, with the infrastructure injected into the town, 
Alice Springs was set to grow in time.
The beginning of the tourism boom for the region began in the 1950s, with 
the first tours leaving Alice Springs for a rough track heading out to the 
famous monolith of Ayers Rock, now known as Uluru. During the 1960s 
Alice Springs became an important defence location with the development 
of the US/Australian Pine Gap joint defence satellite monitoring base, home 
to about 600 workers from both countries.
Today Alice Springs offers visitors a modern town with all the shopping and 
chain stores of the big cities, with the charm of local businesses offering 
first class service and products. With a thriving arts community, sports 
mad enthusiasts, from a multitude of genres and outback hospitality 
shining through, enjoy the region at your own pace... the locals do!

Stuart Town Gaol Alice Springs Telegraph Station

NEED A DOG SITTER?
Day tripping? 
Does your dog get along with another dog?
Call 0438 873 809 for availability

PET TRAVEL TIPS
1.	 Keep Vaccinations up to date 
2.	 Check regional pest prevention 
3.	 Ensure Microchip details  

are current 
4.	 Keep on a lead at all times 
5.	 Always clean up after your pet
6.	 Stop for regular walks

7.	 Easy access to fresh cool water
8.	 Secure safely with seat belt  

or in a crate
9.	 Travel with a favorite  

toy or blanket
10.	Listen to your dogs needs,  

they let you know!
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ALICE SPRINGS DESERT PARK  Where the desert comes alive! 
Experience the spirit of a living culture; explore a vibrant botanic 
wonderland and get up close with outback animals and characters 
that epitomise the fun and adventurous spirit of the red centre.

DID YOU KNOW?
BILBIES don’t hop. They gallop like a horse when 
they need some speed.
FROGS crush food with their eyes! They swallow 
food whole, with their eyes shut. The eyes don’t 
just bulge out of its head, but also poke down into 
their mouth. So, to crush their food, they push 
their eyes down several times and then swallow!

Bilby     

Spencers  
Burrowing Frog    

SCAN ME

ATTRACTIONS, 
TOURS & 
ADVENTURES

With so much to do, 
why not stay a week or two!

Old Ghan Museum

https://alicespringsdesertpark.com.au/
https://alicespringsdesertpark.com.au/
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CODEPROOF SHEET
URGENT

APPROVAL REQUIRED

IF NOT RETURNED IN 7 DAYS WE WILL GO AHEAD AS SEEN ABOVE

160

TRACIE HALL     0438 873 809
marketing@absoluteme.com.au
PO Box 5030 Alice Springs NT 0870

Please checkall all details
•  Names & Addresses
•  Phone Numbers 
•  Spelling

�  OK TO GO AHEAD
�   CHANGES REQUIRED

see below

CHANGES OR NEW EDITORIAL
IF APPLICABLE

Business Name  Women’s Museum of Australia
Address
Phone
Email

We offer a Seniors Discount:      �� YES      � NO
Our Seniors Discount offer is ... $10.00 Entry

REPEAT Current Editorial (if applicable)      � YES      � NO

Please check our website and Facebook page for daily updates.

Check the website for up-to-date open times.
Entry fee applies.

2 Stuart Terrace, Alice Springs www.wmoa.com.au
(08) 8952 9006 operations@pioneerwomen.com.au
(formerly National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame)

THE WOMEN’S MUSEUM OF AUSTRALIA & OLD GAOL
Located in the heritage-listed Old Gaol, step inside and be inspired!  
Learn the achievements of pioneering women’s day to day lives.  
Learn about the achievements of women who were first in their field. 
Explore what life was like for those who lived, visited, and worked in the 
former H.M. Prison and Labour Camp, opened in 1938. Experience both 
museums for the one entry ticket!

NATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT HALL OF FAME
Take a nostalgic trip into Australia’s - and the world’s - transport history 
at the National Road Transport icon. Become engrossed in, and perhaps 
relive your own, transport experiences surrounded by a unique collection 
of workhorses from yesteryear. The Kenworth Dealer Hall of Fame 
comprises around 11,000 sq ft of display space devoted to the history of 
the Australian designed and built Kenworth in air conditioned comfort.

National Road Transport 
Hall of Fame

Incorporating the Shell Rimula Wall of Fame, Kenworth 
Dealer Hall of Fame, Old Ghan Railway and RSL Military 

Museum there is something for everyone to see!

Please see website for opening hours. Entry fees apply
92 Norris Bell Avenue, Alice Springs, (08) 8952 7161   www.roadtransporthall.com

National Road Transport Hall of Fame

https://wmoa.com.au/
https://www.roadtransporthall.com/
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ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE
See, experience and learn through the wonder of technology, the 
heroic tales of the birth and growth of the ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR 
SERVICE. Learn about the history and the activities of the RFDS’s 
pilots, engineers, doctors and nurses, and hear about the experiences 
of the patients that are carried and cared for each day. Discover the 
importance of the amazing service the RFDS has offered outback and 
isolated parts of Australia since 1928. 
The Rev. John Flynn Hologram is a pioneering holographic show that 
is the highlight of this facility and tells the story of his vision and 
its realisation into the RFDS of today. Children can learn through 
interactive digital drawing and games, and you can step inside a replica 
of a RFDS aircraft.

8-10 Stuart Terrace, Alice Springs       
08 8958 8412       
 reservations@flyingdoctor.net
rfdsalicesprings.com.au. 

ALICE SPRINGS TOURIST FACILITY

SCAN TO SAVE  
10% ON ENTRY

Visit the original RFDS  
Alice Springs working base 
that commenced in 1939.
Learn through the wonder of  
technology the heroic tales  
of the birth and growth of the  
Royal Flying Doctor Service.

Open 7 days a week

REV. JOHN FLYNN’S 
MEMORIAL RESERVE is 
located at the foot of the 
MacDonnell Ranges, 7kms 
west of Alice Springs and 
is the resting place of 
the ashes of the founder 
of the RFDS and the 
Australian Inland Mission.

Sunset view of Alice Springs from ANZAC Hill

https://www.rfdsalicesprings.com.au/
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Check our Facebook page or website for opening times
Daily Talks 11am*, 1pm* & 3.30pm*

9 Stuart Tce, Alice Springs      P 8952 8900
E enquiries@reptilecentre.com.au
www.reptilecentre.com.au

The largest reptile display in Central Australia
Terry the Saltwater Crocodile • Snakes
Perenties • Goannas • Thorny Devils

Get up close & personal at the

ALICE SPRINGS REPTILE CENTRE
On the edge of the CBD, just below Billy Goat Hill, the Reptile Centre is a 
‘must see’ attraction, housing the region’s largest reptile collection.  
More than 100 reptiles of over fifty different species are exhibited indoors 
and outside in naturally landscaped surrounds. View Thorny Devils,  
Frill-neck Lizards, large pythons, the world’s most venomous snakes, 
Terry the Saltwater Crocodile and more. Your first place to start your 
visit is the Gecko Cave, naturally styled enclosures that are amazing mini 
habitats and house numerous gecko species from Alice Springs region, 
Barkly and Top End regions. 
SLIPPERY SNAKE STATISTICS
•	 Snakes don’t have eyelids.
•	 Snakes can’t bite food so have  

to swallow it whole.
•	 �Snakes have flexible jaws which 

allow them to eat prey bigger  
than their head!

•	 Snakes have internal ears but  
not external ones. Stimson's Python        

Perentie

Terry the Crocodile

SCAN ME

* �Daily demonstrations at 11am, 1pm and 3:30pm allow you to meet and  
learn about some of the ‘locals’ in a safe and fun learning environment. 

* Open daily 9.30am to 5pm.
* �OPEN HOURS: Opening times and show times subject to change.  

Please check our website for up-to-date times prior to visiting.

25

https://reptilecentre.com.au/
https://reptilecentre.com.au/
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ALICE SPRINGS EVENTS
Keep up to date with times/dates & venues that may change at 
short notice by visiting the websites of each event. 

Desert Festival

MARCH 2025
Alice Springs Cup Carnival
16 March – 6 April 
alicespringsturfclub.org.au
fabALICE Festival
27 – 30 March | fabalice.com
Todd Mall Night Markets (fabALICE)

28 March | alicesprings.nt.gov.au

APRIL 2025
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

3 April | reddirtpoetry.com.au
Parrtjima – A Festival in Light
4 – 13 April | parrtjimaaustralia.com.au 

Darwin Symphony Orchestra - 
DSO Deconstructed
13 April |  araluenartscentre.nt.gov.au
Aileron Bush Weekend
18 – 20 April |  aileronbushclub.com
Alice Springs Heritage Festival
TBA | nationaltrust.org.au/ahf/nt/

MAY 2025
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

1 May | reddirtpoetry.com.au
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival Roadshow 
14 May | araluenartscentre.nt.gov.au
West Macs Monster  
Trail Running Festival
16 – 18 May | westmacsmonster.com.au
AS Steiner School Autumn Fair
24 May | alicesteiner.nt.edu.au
Ghost Gum Rhythm & Blues
24 May | facebook.com/ghostgumblues
NT Writers' Festival
29 May - 1 June | ntwriters.com.au
Big Day Out in Harmony
31 May | mcsca.org.au

Parrtjima

Australian Poetry Slam 
Central Australian finals

First Thursday
each month
April 3rd 
May 1st 
June 5th 
July 3rd 
August 7th 
September 4th 

6pm doors 
sign up, 
dinner & tunes 
7pm start

The Roastery Cafe
9 Hele Crescent

$5 entryor bydonation

reddirtpoetry.com.au

Big  Day Out in Harmony

https://fabalice.com
https://alicesprings.nt.gov.au
https://reddirtpoetry.com.au
https://parrtjimaaustralia.com.au
https://alicespringsturfclub.org.au
araluenartscentre.nt.gov.au
http://aileronbushclub.com
https://nationaltrust.org.au/ahf/nt/
https://reddirtpoetry.com.au
araluenartscentre.nt.gov.au
https://westmacsmonster.com.au
alicesteiner.nt.edu.au
https://facebook.com/ghostgumblues
ntwriters.com.au
https://mcsca.org.au
https://www.reddirtpoetry.com.au/
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JUNE 2025
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

5 June | reddirtpoetry.com.au
Todd Mall Night Markets (Finke)

5 June | alicesprings.nt.gov.au
Tatts Finke Desert Race
6 – 9 June | finkedesertrace.com.au
Alice Springs Beanie Festival
20 – 23 June |  beaniefest.org

JULY 2025
Territory Day Celebrations
1 July | territoryday.nt.gov.au 
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

3 July | reddirtpoetry.com.au
The Alice Springs Show
4 – 5 July |  alice-springs.com.au
Australian Outback Marathon
26 July 
australianoutbackmarathon.com

AUGUST 2025
Harts Range Bush Sports Weekend
1-4 August | hartsrangeraces.org.au
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

7 August | reddirtpoetry.com.au
Henley on Todd Regatta
16 August | henleyontodd.com.au
Australian Festival of Transport
28 - 31 August | roadtransporthall.com

SEPTEMBER 2025
Todd Mall Night Markets (RC NATS)

4 June  | alicesprings.nt.gov.au
The Dirty Word (Poetry & Spoken Word)

4 September | reddirtpoetry.com.au
Red CentreNATS
5 – 7 September | redcentrenats.com.au

Desert Mob Festival
11 Sept – 26 Oct |  desertmob.com
Bush Bands Bash
14 September | bushbands.com
Blacken Open Air (Metal Fest)
19 - 22 September | blackenopenair.com
Desert Festival
TBA | desfest.com

OCTOBER 2025
Todd Mall Night Markets (Diwali)

16 October  |  alicesprings.nt.gov.au

DECEMBER 2025
Council Christmas Carnival 
& Night Markets
12 December  |  alicesprings.nt.gov.au

Red CentreNATS Street Parade

4 - 13 APRIL 2025

parrtjima.com.auDesert Park, Alice Springs (Mparntwe)

Artwork by Margaret Bloomfield

https://reddirtpoetry.com.au
https://alicesprings.nt.gov.au
https://finkedesertrace.com.au
https://beaniefest.org
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HISTORY WALKS

12

Guide yourself through a town rich in history  
and discover the stories of the past.  
Remember to wear a hat & sunscreen and carry 
your water bottle, or stop and enjoy a coffee at  
a local cafe along the way.
Use the Central Business District (CBD) Map foldout 
(see over) for your self-guided historical tour.

HARTLEY STREET SCHOOL First government school opened 1930, 
extensions in 1940 and 1946. Used as government offices 1966 until 1980. 
Octagonal room is open as an education museum.  
Open 10.30am – 2.30pm Monday - Friday *
ADELAIDE HOUSE & THE REV. JOHN FLYNN MEMORIAL CHURCH 
First hospital designed by Rev. John Flynn opened in 1926. Church built as 
memorial to John Flynn opened in 1956. Check for open times
PIONEER YHA HOSTEL is former walk-in picture theatre.  
Built by ‘Snow’ Kenna in 1942, closed as theatre in 1984. Last known 
example of old movie theatre in NT and prime example of adaptive  
re-use for business.

WILLS TERRACE FOOTBRIDGE was completed in 1957 bringing an  
end to isolation of Eastside suburb whenever the Todd River flowed. 
Intended as a temporary structure but continues in use today.  
Open to public 24hrs
WILKINSON MEMORIAL unveiled in 1934 to honor George Wilkinson 
who operated a general store on opposite site across road. Held in high 
regard by many people he helped in early settlement times.  
Open to public 24hrs
TOTEM THEATRE is housed in the Sidney Williams Huts that are the last 
remnants of an Australian Army camp during WW2. The buildings were 
converted into a small theatre in 1964, now maintained by Alice Springs 
Town Council and the Alice Springs Theatre Group.

SITE OF MYRTLE VILLA is marked by a tall date palm first planted in a 
garden at the front of a timber slab house early last century, which was 
the home of Ida Standley, the first school teacher. Open to public 24hrs
CATHOLIC CHURCH PRECINCT comprises four historic buildings, 
including the first Catholic Church opened in 1930. Also includes the 
Marist Brothers house, convent and a former boarding house.  
Not open to the public 
ANZAC MEMORIAL was designed by Rev Harry Griffiths and unveiled 
on Anzac Day, 1934. Originally a memorial for the fallen of WW1, it now 
represents Australian servicemen and women of all conflicts.  
Open to public 24hrs
CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN PIONEERS MEMORIAL was unveiled in 1957 
as a memorial for all Central Australian pioneers, including explorers, 
overland telegraph line workers and pastoralists. Open to public 24hrs 
RAILWAY HOUSES Three were built in the late 1920s, prior to the 
arrival of the Central Australian Railway in 1929. More houses were built 
during WW2, of which two survive. Not open to the public
OLD POST OFFICE Opened in 1932 after being moved from the Alice 
Springs Telegraph Station. The post office led to the name of Alice 
Springs replacing the original name of Stuart for the town.  
Not open to the public
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FORMER POSTMASTERS RESIDENCE Built for the town’s 
postmaster in 1932, when the post office was built. It remained  
a residence until 1980. It was restored in 1988 and is now a  
business property.  
Not open to the public
STUART TOWN GAOL Built in 1908, now the oldest building in Alice 
Springs. Built from local materials, the gaol was in service until 1939, 
and saved from demolition in the 1970s.  
Open by arrangement with National Trust
OLD COURT HOUSE was built in 1928. It was used for administrative 
offices but from 1936 served as a court house until 1980. Was used as 
a museum from 1990 until 2007 but now used as offices.  
Not open to the public
THE RESIDENCY was built in 1927 as the home of the Government 
Resident of the Territory of Central Australia until 1931. It was the 
home of the Centre’s senior public servants until 1973.   
Open 10am – 3pm, March – Nov *
LIZZIE MILNES WELL was dug in the 1930s, a reminder of early 
settled life in town before WW2. They were a necessity before 
reticulated water existed. This well is believed to be the last surviving 
example in town.

TUNCKS STORE is the last remaining corner store, built in 1939 to 
cater for new residences in the Alice Springs Heritage Precinct. Ralph 
Tuncks owned the store from 1950 until retiring in 1979.  
Not open to the public
86 HARTLEY STREET One of the houses designed by architect Beni 
Burnett. This house was built in 1939 and is largely unmodified. It is in 
the Heritage Precinct and is now a private residence.  
Not open to the public
LES HANSEN HOUSE Built in 1942 for the Dept of Civil Aviation. 
Handed over to the NT Housing Commission in 1978, later transferred 
to the National Trust and is a part of the Heritage Precinct.  
Not open to the public
OLD ALICE SPRINGS GAOL Opened in 1939 and operated until 
1996. Much of the original complex remains. It is now the home of the 
Women’s Museum of Australia.  
Open 10am – 5pm, Feb – Dec 25
ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE was opened in 1939, with 
another building constructed in 1949. It accommodated the School  
of the Air for several years and part of the Heritage Precinct.  
See ad on p24 for open times *
STUART MEMORIAL was unveiled in 1939 by Governor-General, 
Lord Gowrie. It is the main feature of Stuart Park which is included in 
the Alice Springs Heritage Precinct.  
Open to the public 24hrs
FORMER CWA BUILDING Built during WW2 as a women’s 
recreation facility, used as club rooms for the CWA 1946 to 1978.  
Not open to the public

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

E22

H26

K27

M27

K25

J24

H21

L18

H12

H11

J12

P12 Railway Houses Three were built in the late 1920s, prior to the arrival of the Central Australian 
Railway in 1929. More houses were built during WW2, of which two survive. Not open to the 
public

Old Post Office Opened in 1932 after being moved from the Alice Springs Telegraph Station. 
The post office led to the name of Alice Springs replacing the original name of Stuart for the 
town. Not open to the public

Former Postmasters Residence Built for the town’s postmaster in 1932, when the post office 
was built. It remained a residence until 1980. It was restored in 1988 and is now a business 
property. Not open to the public

Stuart Town Gaol Built in 1908, now the oldest building in Alice Springs. Built from local 
materials, the gaol was in service until 1939, and saved from demolition in the 1970s.
Open by arrangement with National Trust

Old Court House was built in 1928. It was used for administrative offices but from 1936 served 
as a court house until 1980. Was used as a museum from 1990 until 2007 but now used as 
offices. Not open to the public

The Residency was built in 1927 as the home of the Government Resident of the Territory of 
Central Australia until 1931. It was the home of the Centre’s senior public servants until 1973. 
Open 10am – 3pm, March – Nov

Lizzie Milnes Well was dug in the 1930s, a reminder of early settled life in town before WW2. 
They were a necessity before reticulated water existed. This well is believed to be the last 
surviving example in town.

Tuncks Store is the last remaining corner store, built in 1939 to cater for new residences in the 
Alice Springs Heritage Precinct. Ralph Tuncks owned the store from 1950 until retiring in 1979. 
Not open to the public

86 Hartley Street One of the houses designed by architect Beni Burnett. This house was built in 
1939 and is largely unmodified. It is in the Heritage Precinct and is now a private residence. 
Not open to the public

Les Hansen House Built in 1942 for the Dept of Civil Aviation. Handed over to the NT Housing 
Commission in 1978, later transferred to the National Trust and is a part of the Heritage 
Precinct. Not open to the public

Old Alice Springs Gaol Opened in 1939 and operated until 1996. Much of the original complex 
remains. It is now the home of the National Pioneer Women’s Hall of Fame.
Open 10am – 5pm, Feb – December 25

Royal Flying Doctor Service was opened in 1939, with another building constructed in 1949. It 
accommodated the School of the Air for several years. It is a part of the Heritage Precinct. 
Open 9am – 5pm Mon to Sat

Stuart Memorial was unveiled in 1939 by Governor-General, Lord Gowrie. It is the main feature 
of Stuart Park which is included in the Alice Springs Heritage Precinct. Open to the public 24hrs

Former CWA Building Built during WW2 as a women’s recreation facility, used as club rooms 
for the Country Women’s Association 1946 to 1978. Now the business premise of Monte’s 
Lounge. Open 2pm – 2am, Wed - Sunday
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National Trust of Australia (NT)
McDouall Stuart Branch Alice Springs
The Hartley Street School, Alice Springs
P 08 8952 4516  E mcds.ntnt@internode.on.net www.nationaltrust.org.au/nt/
* Open times can depend on volunteer and seasonal conditions 
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BIRDS OF  
CENTRAL 
AUSTRALIA
Enjoy the variety of birds in Central 
Australia, many adapted to local suburb 
living, to majestic outback dwellers, 
living in harsh conditions.
Below is a list of just some of the birds 
to keep a look out for.
You can help scientists track these 
specialised species by uploading your 
list of birds you see, to the citizens 
science-based websites.
Target species include:
•	 Spinifex Pigeon
•	 Dusky Grasswren
•	 Spinifexbird
•	 Rufous-crowned  

Emu-wren
•	 Princess Parrot
•	 Bourke’s Parrot
•	 Western Bowerbird
•	 White-browed Treecreeper
•	 Redthroat, Slaty-backed Thornbill
•	 Grey-headed Honeyeater
•	 Chiming Wedgebill
•	 Painted Firetail

SCAN ME

Sacred Kingfisher & Corellas in Curtin Springs

Budgies

Photos by Nigel Campbell

9

https://ntbirds.com.au/
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Alice Springs 
aerial view from Heavitree Gap
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SHOPPING & SERVICES
1 8CCC Radio E12
2 Alicetronics P13 J13
3 B&S Mitre 10 K11
4 Desert Dwellers M14
5 My Ride J11
6 Piggly's Supermarket & Take Away M21

ACCOMMODATION
7 Alice Springs Desert Palms Resort J19
8 Alice's Secret F15
9 Curtin Springs REGIONAL P7

10 Crowne Plaza Alice Springs Lasseters J21
11 Gemtree REGIONAL B19 + BINNS TRACK

12 Kulgera Roadhouse REGIONAL T15

13 Stuarts Well Roadhouse REGIONAL J15

14 Wintersun Cabin & Caravan Park L7
ATTRACTIONS, TOURS & ADVENTURES
15 Alice Springs Desert Park U16
16 Alice Springs Reptile Centre L25 J15
17 Alice Springs School of the Air Vistitor Centre N6
18 Art Tours of Australia
19 National Road Transport Hall of Fame J41
20 Olive Pink Botanic Garden G17
21 Royal Flying Doctor Service J28 J16
ART, CULTURE & MUSEUMS
See our Explore the Red Centre Arts Trail visitor guide for more options
22 Alice Springs Beanie Festival Q15
23 Arlpwe Arts & Culture Centre BINNS TRACK + BARKLY REGIONAL

24 Boomerang Art S35
25 Tjanpi Desert Weavers M14
26 Women's Museum of Australia M27 K15
DINING, CAFES & TAKEAWAY
See our Explore the Taste of Alice Springs menu guide for more options
27 8CCC Cafe E12
28 Base Cafe J15
29 Club Eastside E13
30 Crowne Plaza Alice Springs Lasseters J21
31 Gap View Hotel M22
32 Gillen Club N17
33 Pigglys Supermarket & Takeaway L21
34 Uncles Tavern G17 J14
35 Yaye's Cafe Q14
VEHICLE HIRE & AUTO SERVICES
36 Central Comms & Arid Offroad S12 K13
37 Pedders N12
38 WB Mobile Windscreens & Tinting M13

www.exploreoz.com.au 

MAP INDEX

PICK UP OUR 
CONVENIENT 

GUIDE TO ALICE 
SPRINGS EATS

SCAN + DOWNLOAD + LINKS!! 
Pick up our all-in-one dining guide booklet for a 
quick and easy overview of restaurants, cafes, 
clubs, food courts and takeaway in Alice Springs.
EXPLOREOZ.COM.AU
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36	 Explore The Red Centre

DAY 1�
�	��	�Visitor Information Centre 
�	��	�History Walks (see pages 28-29)
�	��	�Dining options 

DAY 2 40km return� 2WD  4WD

�	��	�Alice Springs Desert Park 

DAY 3 8km return� 2WD  4WD

�	��	�Breakfast @ Olive Pink  
Botanical Gardens 

�	��	�Araluen Cultural Precinct 
�	��	�Museum of Central Australia 

DAY 4 435km return� 2WD  4WD

West MacDonnell Ranges
Day trip or overnight stay 
�	��	�Simpson Gap 
�	��	��Standley Chasm 
�	��	�Ellery Big Hole 
�	��	�Ochre Pits 
�	��	�Ormiston Gorge 
�	��	�Glen Helen Gorge
�	��	�Tnorala/Gosse Bluff 
�	�	�Hermannsburg Historic Precinct 
Back to Alice Springs 

DAY 5� 2WD  4WD

�	�	�Explore the Art Trail
�	�	�Tjanpi Desert Weavers 
�	�	�This is Aboriginal Art
�	�	�Mbantua Gallery

DAY 6 25km return� 2WD  4WD

�	�	�AS School of the Air  
Visitor Centre 

�	��	�AS Reptile Centre 
�	��	�Women’s Museum of Australia 

and Old Gaol 
�	��	�National Road Transport Hall  

of Fame & Old Ghan Museum

DAY 7 375km return� 2WD*  4WD

�	��	�East MacDonnell Ranges 
�	��	�Day Trip or overnight 
�	��	�Yeperenye/Emily & Jesse Gaps 
�	��	�Corroboree Rock 
�	��	�Arltunga Historic Reserve 
�	��	�Gemtree

DAY 8 255km return� 2WD  4WD

Day trip South 
�	��	�Rainbow Valley 
�	��	�Ewaninga Historic Reserve 
�	��	�Stuarts Well Roadhouse

DAY 9� 2WD  4WD

�	��	�Easy Day - late brunch 
��	� Shopping / Souvenirs 
��	� Dining options 
��	� Poolside relax 

DAY 10� 2WD  4WD

��	 Hire a bike and enjoy MTB Trails
��	 Street Art Trail
��	� Anzac Hill Lookout 

DAY 11 265km return� 2WD  4WD

North to Aileron 
��	� Tropic of Capricorn 
��	� Connors Well 
��	� Native Gap 
��	� To Aileron & the Big Man Walk

DAY 12 432km return� 2WD*  4WD

South 
��	� Owen Springs Reserve (4x4 only)
��	� Henbury Meteorites 
��	� Stuarts Well Roadhouse

DAY 13 � 2WD*  4WD

Red Centre Way map
�	�	�Hermannsburg Historic Precinct 
��	� Palm Valley 

DAY 14 � 2WD*  4WD

South East
�	�	�Chambers Pillar  

overnight camping
North East, see map pages
��	� East MacDonnell Ranges
�	�	�Gemtree
Wait . . . there’s more! . . .
�	�	�Ballooning, Gliding,  

Quad Bike tour, Helicopter Ride...

. . . so much to do!

14 DAY 
ALICE SPRINGS
SUGGESTED 
ITINERARIES Palm Valley

*2WD high clearance recommended 
-  check road conditions
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Parking Easiest - Suitable for beginner cyclists and most bikes. Usually a wide trail with 
gentle gradients, smooth & firm surfaces and no obstacles.

Trailhead / Information

Easy - Suitable for beginner mountain bikers and off-road bikes. Usually wide single 
trail with gentle gradients, mostly smooth and firm surfaces with a few obstacles.
More Difficult - Suitable for skilled mountain bikers. Usually a single trail with 
moderate gradients, variable surfaces and some obstacles.
Very Difficult - Suitable for skilled and experienced mountain bikers and better quality 
mountain bikes. Usually a challenging single trail with steep gradients, variable 
surfaces and many obstacles. 

BIKE TRAILS
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Parking Easiest - Suitable for beginner cyclists and most bikes. Usually a wide trail with 
gentle gradients, smooth & firm surfaces and no obstacles.

Trailhead / Information

Easy - Suitable for beginner mountain bikers and off-road bikes. Usually wide single 
trail with gentle gradients, mostly smooth and firm surfaces with a few obstacles.
More Difficult - Suitable for skilled mountain bikers. Usually a single trail with 
moderate gradients, variable surfaces and some obstacles.
Very Difficult - Suitable for skilled and experienced mountain bikers and better quality 
mountain bikes. Usually a challenging single trail with steep gradients, variable 
surfaces and many obstacles. 
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Parking Easiest - Suitable for beginner cyclists and most bikes. Usually a wide trail with 
gentle gradients, smooth & firm surfaces and no obstacles.

Trailhead / Information

Easy - Suitable for beginner mountain bikers and off-road bikes. Usually wide single 
trail with gentle gradients, mostly smooth and firm surfaces with a few obstacles.
More Difficult - Suitable for skilled mountain bikers. Usually a single trail with 
moderate gradients, variable surfaces and some obstacles.
Very Difficult - Suitable for skilled and experienced mountain bikers and better quality 
mountain bikes. Usually a challenging single trail with steep gradients, variable 
surfaces and many obstacles. 
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Garden Open 8am to 6pm daily
Closed Christmas Day, New Year’s Day and Good Friday

Location: 27 Tuncks Rd, Alice Springs.  10 mins walk from
the Visitor Information Centre, and most hotels

Phone: 08 8952 2154 
Email: curator@opbg.com.au
www.opbg.com.au

Desert flora
Aboriginal heritage
Birdwatching
Wildlife viewing
Panoramic Views
Garden cafe

Celebrating the unique
flora of Australia’s arid

regions!

Like us on
Facebook

https://opbg.com.au/
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ACCOMMODATION

From 5 star luxury offering modern well-
appointed comforts, to a sky full of stars to 
admire while camping in a swag, there is the 
right option for everyone to enjoy and make 
your stay one to remember. Unpack and 
make the most of your stay in the heart of 
The Centre.

Comfortable air conditioned studio  
villa accomodation with kitchenettes  
and private verandahs

Easy parking and a safe, quiet complex 
centrally located 1km from the CBD

At the door step of the Alice Springs 
Golf Course and Casino

E: desertpalms@desertpalms.com.au  

www.desertpalms.com.au

Phone:  
08 8952 5977

Toll Free: 
1800 678 037

DESERT PALMS ALICE SPRINGS  
These self contained, ensuite studio villas are set in an oasis of 
graceful palms around a crystal clear pool. Styles to suit all single 
or family travellers, this is your perfect base close to town. With 
the Golf Course, Casino, Botanic Garden & Cafe just down the 
street, you know you’re on holidays when you stay here.

SCAN ME

DID YOU KNOW?
Mobile phones and chargers are one of the 

most common items to be left behind. 
Travel Tip: Before departing, make sure to set 
your plugged-in phone on top of something else 
you won’t forget. Items that are put together in 

‘clusters’ make them less likely to be left behind.

https://desertpalms.com.au/
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ALICE'S SECRET funky theme rooms offer clean, comfortable and 
affordable accommodation with options to suit all. Tucked away in a 
quiet street, enjoy being close to town or put your head down and feet 
up and enjoy all facilities.

A: 6 Khalick St, Alice Springs NT 0870
P: 08 8952 8686    E: stay@asecret.com.au

www.asecret.com.au

ALICE’S SECRET TRAVELLERS INN
Funky theme rooms offer clean, comfortable and affordable 
accommodation with options to suit all. Tucked away in a 
quiet street, enjoy being close to town or put your head 
down and feet up and enjoy all facilities.Alice’s

Secret

WINTERSUN CABIN & CARAVAN is located only 2kms north of the 
town centre offering large shady trees & grassy sites. With modern 
cabins with ensuites, cooking facilities and air-conditioning for those 
seeking more comfort – we have you covered!  

 Shady grass sites 
  Modern cabins with ensuites, 

cooking facilities and 
air-conditioning

 Gas refi lls
 Dump point
 Van Storage available
 Swimming pool

1 Stuart Highway, 
Alice Springs
Phone: (08) 8952 4080 
Email: wintersun@wintersun.com.au
Web: www.wintersun.com.au

CAMPING & CARAVAN ETIQUETTE 
NOISE - Keep your music and noise 
to a level that is polite for your 
space only. If you are in a family 
park, which most are, children will 
always be children. Be tolerant.
PETS - Just because you love your 
pet, others may not. Always have 
your animals on a lead, fenced in, or 
appropriately caged. Always pick up 
waste after your animal.
WATER - Check with each park if 
there is a fee for filling tanks due to 
drought. Some places are grateful 
for your grey water on the ground, 
others others not so. Check first.

AMENITIES - Never empty your 
toilet casette in the ablution block 
of any public toilet. Always clean up 
after yourself in shared bathrooms. 
Think of others.
SPEED LIMITS - Stick to the speed 
limit. You are on holidays. Slow down.
MIND YOUR SPACE - Don't 
cut through other people's sites, 
especially under their awnings, just 
to save a few steps.  
Be neighbourly.
RUBBISH - Dispose of your rubbish 
in bins provided. Otherwise dispose 
of it at your next opportunity.

https://www.asecret.com.au/
https://wintersun.com.au/
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Stay, Play, Relax - 
All in One Place

93 Barrett Drive Alice Springs  I  (08) 8950 7777

An award winning hotel with multiple bars & 
restaurants, full health club, day spa & casino.

Casino  •  Restaurants & Bars  •  Day Spa  •  Hotel & More!  

https://www.lasseters.com.au/
https://gapviewhotel.com.au/
https://unclestavern.com/
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DINING, CAFES 
& TAKEAWAY

THE GILLEN CLUB  Alice Springs premier club offers a 
high standard of customer service in a quality venue. A great 
Kids Area, Bar & Gaming and known around town for their 
great meal choices. Bring the family and enjoy a relaxed 
atmosphere and say hi to a friendly local.

• Family friendly
• Great kids areas inside & out
• Sports bar with huge screens
• Keno & TAB facilities
• Gaming room
• Dining room with varied menu
• Alfresco dining available
• Live sport shown on big screens
• Functions & catering

FOR BOOKINGS PH: 08 8952 3749

57 MILNER RD, ALICE SPRINGS
www.gillenclub.com.au

Open:
 Sun–Thurs: 10am–11.30pm

Fri–Sat: 10am–2am

Located at the Araluen Cultural Precinct, YAYE'S CAFE is 
the perfect spot for a drink and a bite while exploring the 
area. Enjoy a great coffee and delicious meals served by 
the friendliest team in town. If you are after a feel-good 
experience and a great vibe, Yaye's Cafe is a must-visit  
space while in Alice Springs. 

Friendly Staff
Homemade Food

Delicious Sweet Treats 
Wide Range of Hot & Cold Drinks

Free Wifi • Pet Friendly
A relaxed and cosy space 

with a South American vibe
Award Winning!

Araluen Cultural Precinct 
61 Larapinta Drive

0458 229 510 • yayescafe.au

“See you at Home!”

SCAN ME

SCAN ME

PICK UP OUR ALL-IN-ONE  
GUIDE TO LOCAL EATS 
Our Explore the Taste of Alice 
Springs Dining Guide is a quick 
and easy overview of restaurants, 
cafes, clubs, food courts and 
takeaway in Alice Springs.

https://www.gillenclub.com.au/
https://www.yayescafe.au/
https://www.yayescafe.au/
https://www.gillenclub.com.au/
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clubeastside.com.au
Phone: (08) 8952 1917

28 Undoolya Rd, 
Alice Springs NT 0870

Gaming Lounge & Keno
Largest Indoor Play Area
BISTRO
Monday–Saturday
Lunch: 11.30am – 2pm
Dinner: 5pm – 9pm
Sunday
Lunch: 12pm – 2pm
Dinner: 5pm – 9pm

BAR
Monday–Thursday
10am – 11.30pm
Friday & Saturday
10am – 2am
Sunday
12pm – 11.30pm
Happy Hour 
Monday – Friday 
Lunch & arvo

8�CCAFE
Locally Roasted Coffee • Fresh Food

Community Radio

Open Daily
Latest specials at 8ccc.com.au/cafe
Shop 3/10 Lindsay Avenue, East Side

8CCC CAFÉ and their local barista serves fabulous coffee from locally 
roasted beans. You may be lucky to enjoy a live performance or simply 
kick back and listen with a tasty treat. While you're here, check out our 
community broadcasting facilities and music merchandise at the local 
community radio station.

CLUB EASTSIDE offers the whole family a great venue 
with large screens, Gaming Lounge and Keno, the largest 
indoor play area in Central Australia, great food, all in a 
friendly club atmosphere. SCAN ME

The award-winning BASE CAFE 0870 is set in a friendly heritage 
building come and enjoy the wonderful combination of great coffee, 
fresh and flavor filled foods and superb service.

BASE
CAFE
RFDS Facility
10 Simpson St
Alice Springs

Under new managemennt • Indoor & Outdoor dining • Heritage building
Monday – Friday 7am – 3pm | Saturday 8am – 2pm

base cafe 0870 basecafe_as

https://www.clubeastside.com.au/
https://8ccc.com.au/cafe/
https://www.clubeastside.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/basecafe0870/
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ART, CULTURE  
& MUSEUMS

20kms west off the Stuart Highway 
(good bitumen road)
400kms North of Alice Springs
150kms South of Tennant Creek
(08) 8964 1640
www.arlpwe.com

Just a 15min drive off the Stuart Highway, 400kms north 
of Alice Springs, with bitumen all the way, discover the 
ARLPWE ART AND CULTURE CENTRE in Ali Curung. 
100% Aboriginal owned, not-for-profit, our gallery has 
stunning works from artists from Kaytetye, Alyawarr,  
Walpiri and Warumungu Nations. 

SCAN ME

3 Wilkinson Street, Alice Springs
10am - 4pm, Mon - Fri
Ph: (08) 8958 2377 
tjanpi.com.au

TJANPI DESERT WEAVERS is a social enterprise of NPY 
Women’s Council which represents over 400 Aboriginal 
women artists from 26 remote communities. Tjanpi offers 
spectacular contemporary fibre art in the form of baskets 
and sculptures. The social enterprise enables artists to 
remain on Country whilst earning an income.

SCAN ME

PICK UP OUR HANDY 
GUIDE TO ART ON & OFF 
THE BEATEN TRAIL
See the art and soul of the Red 
Centre with our convenient 
Explore the Red Centre Art Trail 
booklet, featuring galleries, art 
centres and events, with maps to 
help you find your way there!

https://arlpwe.com/
https://arlpwe.com/
https://tjanpi.com.au/
https://tjanpi.com.au/
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BOOMERANG ART invites you to visit our Outback Gallery and 
Studio and view works from our 30-year Collection of Original 
Aboriginal Art, including works by the late artists Gloria and Kathleen 
Petyarre, Minnie Pwerle and Barbara Weir. More recent works include 
art from across Australia with prices starting at $100.

boomerangart
Outback Gallery & Studio

Open 7 days 10am - 4pm
10 minute drive from Alice Springs

For more info visit boomerangart.com.au
14 Brumby Road, ILPARPA, Alice Springs
PH 0401 039 931 

Boomerang Art

ALICE SPRINGS  
PUBLIC ART MAP 
Pick up a copy of the map from  
the Town Council, Town Library  

or Aquatic & Leisure Centre or visit  
artmap.alicesprings.nt.gov.au and discover 
the many varied public artworks, or follow one 
of the many Art Trails throughout Alice Springs.

SCAN ME

https://boomerangart.com.au/
artmap.alicesprings.nt.gov.au
artmap.alicesprings.nt.gov.au
https://artmap.alicesprings.nt.gov.au/walk/street-art-trail
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SHOPPING  
& SERVICES
What a better place to get that special gift, 
unique souvenir or simply stock up your 
supplies for further exploring. With modern 
shopping options and services of big city, 
relax and get some pampering, you are on 
holidays after all! 
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PIGGLYS SUPERMARKET For convenience without the hustle and 
bustle, Pigglys Supermarket has all you need to stock up to continue 
on your travels. For all the brands you know, there is a good variety 
for you to make your choice from. Offering fresh fruit and veg and 
a quality range of meats, you can also enjoy a tasty meal from the 
takeaway shop, home of the biggest burger in Alice Springs. The Bottle 
Shop has a wide selection of wines, spirits and beers. This is your one 
stop shopping spot.

ALICETRONICS is an authorized Jaycar dealer offering technical 
solutions in Alice Springs. Stocking a comprehensive range of 
electronics, computer, audio, security, batteries and so much more, 
get all your gadgets and Drones from their friendly staff. You can even 
charge your Electric vehicle from their port at the side of the shop.  

••EXPL   RE••

RED
CENTRE

RED
CENTRE

THE

VISITOR GUIDE

CODEPROOF SHEET
URGENT

APPROVAL REQUIRED

IF NOT RETURNED IN 7 DAYS WE WILL GO AHEAD AS SEEN ABOVE

109

TRACIE HALL     0438 873 809
marketing@absoluteme.com.au
PO Box 5030 Alice Springs NT 0870

Please checkall all details
•  Names & Addresses
•  Phone Numbers 
•  Spelling

  OK TO GO AHEAD
CHANGES REQUIRED 
see below

CHANGES OR NEW EDITORIAL
IF APPLICABLE

Business Name Alicetronics
Address  Shop 6/28 Railway Tce, Alice Springs
Phone  8952 3411 
Email   sales@alicetronics.com

We offer a Seniors Discount:      YES      NO
Our Seniors Discount offer is ...

REPEAT Current Editorial (if applicable)      YES      NO

TBA

 

• Big Boys Toys • Drones • R/C • Gadgets • STEM • Arduino • Raspberry Pi 

• Starlink Accessories • Laptops • Computer Repairs • DIY Kits • Torches 
• Upgrades • Virus Removal • Accessories • Data Retrieval • Networks & VOIP

 
Shop 6/28 Railway Tce (Next to McDonald’s)   8952 3411 
sales@alicetronics.com.au     www.alicetronics.com.au

https://www.pigglyssupermarket.com.au/
https://alicetronics.com.au/
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B & S MITRE 10 has a huge range to help you while you travel.  
Gas Bottle refills, camping gear and all the nuts and bolts you need 
for running repairs, this is your go to shop. Support a friendly family 
business that supports local sports & events. Mighty Helpful! 

B & S
11 SMITH ST, ALICE SPRINGS, 0870

T: 8952 2488

FOR ALL YOUR OUTDOOR, BBQ‛s, 
GAS REFILLS, DIY, GARDEN NEEDS 

& MIGHTY HELPFUL ADVICE!

www.desertdwellers.com.au

A: 21 Wilkinson St, Alice Springs
P: 08 8953 2240

Specialising in quality camping & 4x4 equipment,  
with over 100,000 products in stock!   
“If we don’t have it, you don’t need it”

DESERT DWELLERS

SHOPPING LOCAL:
•	 Helps local businesses support local sports & events
•	 Lowers environmental impact by reducing carbon footprint
•	 Ensures more jobs for local families

ALICE SPRINGS BOTTLESHOP HOURS
There are rules throughout the Northern Territory for buying 
takeaway alcohol that apply to locals, tourists and visitors 
alike, and vary for each region. Photo ID will be required to 
ensure you are not on the Banned Drinkers Register.
•	 Wednesday to Friday, 3pm to 7pm
•	 Saturday and public holidays, 11am to 8pm except Christmas Day and Good Friday

•	 Sunday from pubs with drive-through bottle shops and clubs for 
members only from 12 noon to 9pm

www.exploreoz.com.au� SHOPPING & SERVICES 51
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https://www.mitre10.com.au/stores/nt/alice-springs-b-s-mitre-10-526194
https://desertdwellers.com.au/
https://nt.gov.au/law/alcohol/buying-alcohol/buying-takeaway-alcohol/takeaway-alcohol-in-alice-springs-and-central-australia
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MOUNTAIN BIKE 
TRAILS (MBT)
From simple trails to mountain bike 
madness – there’s a path forward  
for everyone!

Alice Springs has a well-kept secret since before the 1980s and now 
it is time to share. The local area has the best collection of Mountain 
Bike Trails (MBT) and single tracks at your doorstep. You don’t need to 
hire a car to get to a trail, just ride from the hotel or caravan park and 
enjoy. The trails range from sandy creek beds, rocky outcrops, to fast 
single track and highly technical rides.

Forming part of a large network across the Red Centre, the Eastern & 
Western Trails are shared use and mountain bike trails, across ancient 
landscape. Enjoy the beautiful red/orange sunsets and the blue/purple 
sunrises out with the flora and fauna of the outback.

The Alice Springs township has many bike paths to commute,  
keeping out of traffic on the outer CBD or meander along the  
Todd River, enjoying the dusty banks and gum trees.
TRAILS – �	�For more details see Alice Springs  

Town Map & Bike Trails
MAP –	 Scan the QR Code for more like the map below

Araluen
Cultural
Precinct

Alice Springs Desert Park

Flynn's Grave

ST
BLA IN

TCE

NELSON

TMARA M
ARA C CT

DR

LY
ND

AVA
LE

DR

ALBRECHT

W
OO

ST

PE

M
ILN

RD

BRAD SHAW
 DR

LO
VE

GR
OV

E D
R

LINK

FL
YN

N'
S

DOCTOR

FL

YIN
G

BILL

M
ULGA

NTURRERTE

NTURRERTE

DRIVE

LARAPINTA

LOVEGROVE
TRAILHEAD

WESTSIDE
JUNCTION

FLYING
DOCTOR

FLYNN’S GRAVE
TRAILHEAD

To:
Simpsons Gap
Bike Path 32km Return

0 500 1,000 m

PATH

BIKE

PARK

DESERT

ATETHERRE

2.2km
1.6km

2.7km

2.1km
0.8km

0.5
km

4km
Round

Trip

0.9km

0.7
km

Main Road
Street
Track

Supermarket
Fuel
Parking
Information
Toilets
Food
Picnic Area
Bike Maintenance
Station

Base map and da ta ,
© Cus tom Mapp ing  Serv ices ,  2023

Easiest - Suitable for beginner cyclists and most bikes. Usually a wide trail with gentle 

Easy - Suitable for beginner mountain bikers and off-road bikes. Usually wide single trail with 

 - Suitable for skilled mountain bikers. Usually a single trail with moderate 
gradients, variable surfaces and some obstacles.

MBT

SCAN ME

https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/190049/alice-springs-mountain-bike-trail-map.pdf
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MY RIDE ALICE SPRINGS - formerly the Penny Farthing Bike Shop, 
My Ride know how much fun riding in the Centre really is. Supplying 
the Red Centre since 1975, with bikes and accessories they offer 
servicing for all models of bicycles. Call them now to book your bike to 
adventure and make it a memorable ride!

The Alice Springs Desert Park Bicycle and Pedestrian Path is an easy 
track winding through several habitats. From Blain St through to John 
Flynn’s Grave Historical Reserve you will discover Ironwoods, Acacia 
estrophiolata, Corkwoods including Hakea divaricata and Hakea lorea 
on alluvial flats. Desert Bloodwood trees, Corymbia opaca, can also be 
found along the journey. 
The Simpsons Gap Bike Path, which is paved 17km from Flynns Grave 
to Simpsons Gap, offers breathtaking views along the way.

3/39 North Stuart hwy, Alice Springs NT 0870
P 08 8952 4551 E alicesprings@myride.com.au

HELMET, LOCK, PUMP & SPARE TUBE 
INCLUDED AT NO EXTRA COST!

BIKE HIRE
HARDTAIL MTB
RECREATION BIKES
E-BIKES 

BIKE REPAIR 
& SERVICE
QUALITY BIKES 
& ACCESSORIES
PICKUP & 
DELIVERY

•

•

•

SCAN ME

myride.com.au

https://www.myride.com.au/stores/alicesprings
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These parks are known worldwide for their natural beauty, 
their remoteness and for being accessible. You can see a huge 
variety of native plants, birds, reptiles and other animals. 
Some parks you can swim, many you can camp, others 
you traverse through with landscapes that are rugged and 
stunning.
With free programmes like Parks Alive you are enriched 
further with the informative guided walks and talks by 
a park Ranger. Fact Sheets for all parks are available 
offering everything you need to know about each park, 
camping facilities, access and highlights, to make your 
time exploring the region complete. 

Don’t forget your permit 
If you may be driving through Aboriginal land 

while in the Red Centre, a permit must be purchased. 
Contact the Visitor Information Centre for details 1800 645 199  
or Central Land Council (08) 8951 6211 or permits@clc.org.au

THE 
MACDONNELL 
RANGES
These ancient rugged ranges showcase  These ancient rugged ranges showcase  
some of the most spectacular landscapes  some of the most spectacular landscapes  
you will never forget.you will never forget.

Ormiston Pound

!

Parks & Wildlife have introduced an online booking system. 
Check all Parks for site availability prior to arrival.

SCAN ME

https://nt.gov.au/parks/safety-rules/beat-the-heat
https://parkbookings.nt.gov.au/Web/
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2Mile, West MacDonnell Ranges

RESPECT THE PARK RULES
	X Camp at designated sites only 
	X Take all of your rubbish when you go
	X Leave your pets with friends at home
	X Obey the ‘no swimming’ signs
	X Collect your fire wood before entering National Park areas
	X Light fires only in fireplaces provided 
	X Use gas BBQs during total fire bans
	X Don’t use soap or detergent in or near waterways
	X Look (don’t touch) at cultural items and wildlife
	X Don’t feed native animals

THE MACDONNELL RANGES spine stretches 644 km (400 miles) 
with parallel ridges running from east and west of Alice Springs. 
Consisting of the 5 highest mountains in the Northern Territory, the 
highest is Mount Zeil, with an elevation of 1,531 metres (5,023 ft) and 
formed over 300–350 million years ago. The range is most famous for 
the red quartz; but also granite, limestone, sandstone and siltstone.
Fossil evidence of marine reptiles have been found, showing the signs 
of an inland sea from 110 million years ago. While many reptiles died 
out, fish and shellfish can be found today. 

Telephone network coverage is limited so if you need to stay  
connected, ensure you look at satellite phone options.

https://www.facebook.com/ParksandWildlifeNT
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TJORITJA / WEST 
MACDONNELL 
NATIONAL PARK
RED CENTRE WAY

Simpsons Gap

Permits for access through Aboriginal Lands are 
required if you are traveling through the Mereenie 
Loop, The Red Centre Way. See: Alice Springs Visitor 
Information Centre, Hermannsburg Service Station, 
Kings Canyon Resort. A small fee applies.

!

56	 Explore The Red Centre� TJORITJA / WEST MACDONNELL NATIONAL PARK

Stretching 160 kms west of Alice Springs, TJORITJA / WEST 
MACDONNELL NATIONAL PARK offers ancient beauty and world-
famous walking trails. Discover important refuges for 
plants and animals you won’t find anywhere else and 
relics of tropical forest from a bygone era. Highlights 
are gorges with surprising waterholes, unexpected land 
formations and chasms to explore.
RED CENTRE WAY
ALICE SPRINGS DESERT PARK – 8 km  
A visit to Alice Springs Desert Park will truly enhance your experience 
throughout your time in the Red Centre.

SCAN ME
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https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/tjoritja-west-macdonnell-national-park
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RED CENTRE WAY
SIMPSONS GAP – 24 km
Drive the sealed road, or cycle along The Simpsons Gap Bike Path, to this small 
region with over 40 rare and relic plants. Watch out for the Black-footed Rock 
wallabies, especially at dawn and dusk. Larapinta Trail sections one or two.
STANDLEY CHASM/ANGKERLE ATWATYE – 55 km  	
This important cultural site offers a walk with well-formed paths, seating 
and interpretive signage along your way and leading to a chasm rich 
in colour, at any time of day. Angkerle Atwatye – ‘the gap of water’ is a 
photographer’s delight with significant geological, botanical and birdlife 
features to get in frame. 
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ALL DISTANCES ARE FROM ALICE SPRINGS
 CAMPING FEES APPLY
 ENTRY FEES APPLY

https://arttoursofaustralia.com/
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RED CENTRE WAY
ELLERY CREEK BIG HOLE – 90 km  	
With outstanding geological highlights, walking trails or a rest on ‘the 
beach’, it all has rewards. An access path leads you down to a permanent 
waterhole, a refreshing way to cool off in warmer months. 

SERPENTINE GORGE – 102 km  
This narrow gap of Heavitree Quartz 
also offers an easy walk or short, 
but exhilarating, climb to a lookout 
above. Basic camping options are 
available to 2WD with another 4WD 
track to Serpentine Chalet Dam. Not 
recommended for Caravans, Buses or 
Motorhomes. Trail Head for sections 7 
& 8 of the Larapinta Trail.

OCHRE PITS – 112 km
This has been a sacred area to 
Western Arrernte culture for 
thousands of years. Walk along the 
access path where, from a viewing 
area, the colours range from gold to 
crimson with defined lines between. 
This is considered some of the best 
ochre with a silky texture, vivid colour 
and slight sheen. Please do not touch 
or remove any ochre.

ORMISTON GORGE – 131 km  
A stunning place with a waterhole, caravan & camping sites, visitor 
interpretive centre and kiosk. Confirmed as an important fauna refuge when, 
in 1997, the Long Tailed Dunnart and Central Rock Rat were rediscovered in 
the region. Explore a variety of walking trails and many animals, reptiles and 
birds that inhabit. Even your smart phone can’t help but take some amazing 
images. Trail Head for sections 9+10 of the Larapinta Trail.
1+ DAY – JUST ONE OF MANY OPTIONS 
Enjoy a great stopover at previous options if you are going through to 
the Mereenie Loop Rd, to Kings Canyon, all part of The Red Centre Way. 
Ormiston Gorge to Watarrka/Kings Canyon 220 km – Majority of this road 
is 4WD high clearance. Caravans are not recommended.

Mulla Mulla / Mt Sonder

Ellery Creek Big Hole      ALL DISTANCES ARE FROM ALICE SPRINGS
 CAMPING FEES APPLY
 ENTRY FEES APPLY
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Glen Helen Gorge     

GLEN HELEN GORGE – 133 km 
An oasis after a long day’s travel with refreshing swims on offer. A range of 
walks and drives near the Gorge, take you to lookouts with views towards 
Mt Sonder or 2 Mile and a 4x4 camping site, along the mighty Finke River. 
REDBANK GORGE – 156 km  
The last 5 km of gravel road is an easy start to a 20 min walk along the 
rocky and sandy riverbank to reach the gorge. The water is very cold due to 
the high rock walls towering above, so a floatation device is recommended. 

TYLERS PASS – 177 km
A must stop lookout to admire the 360 degree views including Tnorala 
/ Gosse Bluff. Another photo you just have to share!

TNORALA / GOSSE BLUFF CONSERVATION RESERVE – 177 km
Day access only to 4WD vehicles for the last 10kms. This huge crater 
was formed by a comet over 130 million years ago. This is a culturally 
significant site for the Western Arrernte people. Tnorala, according to 
local belief, was formed in the creation time when a group of women 
danced across the Milky Way, and a baby in a wooden basket fell to 
earth and made the circular range. The baby’s parents, the evening and 
morning stars, are said to still be searching for their baby.
When you reach the intersection of Larapinta Drive and Namatjira 
Drive you can either turn left on the sealed road to Ntaria 
Hermannsburg 70kms / Palm Valley / Alice Springs 196 km or turn 
right to Watarrka / Kings Canyon 190 km via the Mereenie Loop Rd, 
The Red Centre Way.
PLEASE NOTE: The Mereenie Loop Road is a 4WD high clearance 
vehicle dirt road. Caravans are not recommended.
Check current road conditions on 1800 246 199.

AUDIO TRAVEL GUIDE

West MacDonnell Ranges

Hear fascinating stories of history, Aboriginal 
culture, plants and animals, geology, and the 
best places to stop. 
Available as a GPS triggered app on iPhone and Android, or as an MP3 download. 

Take your own tour guide with you in the car! 

www.diytourguide.com.au      I     0417 22 22 11
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RED CENTRE WAY
NTARIA / HERMANNSBURG – 247 km
Bitumen road takes you all the way to a community offering an art 
gallery and Historical Precinct, dating back to early Lutheran Mission 
days. You can visit Albert Namatjira historic home while driving through 
some of the most stunning landscapes. Check the website to see if 
access is available to the Precinct as limited hours may apply.

1+ DAY – PALM VALLEY  
Accessed either before or after your visit to Hermannsburg, 18 km 
away by high clearance 4WD only. Tours are available if your vehicle is 
not suitable. 
Inside the Finke Gorge National Park follow one of the oldest 
waterways in the world, the Finke River, that has carved its way 
for more than 100 million years through the James Ranges. The 
towering Red Cabbage Palms, Central Australia’s only native palms 
are reminders of Jurassic times. The views from the look outs in the 
Park at sunset, light up the chocolate coloured sandstone ranges, 
constantly changing to assorted shades of ochre. Mornings can be 
fresh and quiet and a wonderful way to start your day.

1+ DAY – �PALM VALLEY TO WATARRKA / 
KINGS CANYON – 220 km

Check with Parks for park access facts sheets, all you need for safe, 
informative and enriched touring. www.nt.gov.au/parks

ALBERT NAMATJIRA  
Born in 1902 as Elea Namatjira, this 
Western Arrernte speaking man 
became the most famous Indigenous 
Australian of his generation and 
showed a keen interest in painting in 
his early years. 
As the first Aboriginal to be exhibited 
commercially and internationally, 
Albert's work became widely 
acclaimed. Artists in Hermannsburg 
continue to paint with watercolours 
in Albert Namatjira’s style.

Palm Valley ALL DISTANCES ARE FROM ALICE SPRINGS
 CAMPING FEES APPLY
 ENTRY FEES APPLY

www.nt.gov.au/parks


Watarrka/Kings Canyon

1+ DAY - WATARRKA / KINGS CANYON
An early start will offer you a head start, to explore the stunning 
beauty of the Watarrka National Park with walks that offer amazing 
colours. Walks to suit those who like to stroll, or a 3 hour hike across 
sandstone walls 100m high, this is yet another wonderful photographic 
delight. (See page 12)

1+ DAY – �WATARRKA / KINGS CANYON TO 
ULURU NATIONAL PARK – 300 km 

Following the Luritja Road to the Lasseter Highway, and don’t be fooled 
by Mt Connor, often mistaken for Uluru. The view at the salt plains of 
Lake Amadeus is an unexpected treat. Curtin Springs is another well 
worthwhile stop. (See page 6-7)

2+ DAYS – ULURU KATA TJUTA NATIONAL PARK  
You’ve made it! Make sure your first night you get to one of the viewing 
platforms throughout the resort town and witness a long awaited 
sunset on a rock that can change from brown to red to purple on any 
given dusk.
On your first day, a visit to the Cultural Centre at the base of Uluru 
is always the best place to start your experience of a lifetime. Enjoy 
walking paths around both Uluru & Kata Tjuta and so much more, see 
our complete section on the region. (See Page 8-11)
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Bookings: Please Scan the QR Code

voicemap.me

DISCOVER THE WEST MACS - SELF DRIVE APP

Explore the fabulous West MacDonnell Ranges in the comfort 
of your own vehicle. From Alice Springs to Glen Helen, it's a 
tremendous half-day tour.

Local Guides          Good Value          Great Experience

DID YOU KNOW?
In the ‘Curio Shop’ in Hermannsburg 
in 1961 you could buy 1 pair adult 
size Moccasins for between 15 and 
20 shillings (approx $26-35 in 2025).

https://voicemap.me/
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THE LARAPINTA TRAIL  
Marvel at the breathtaking views as you traverse over the spine of 
the MacDonnell Ranges, with 12 individual sections in varying grades, 
something to suit most fitness levels. This is an experience you will have 
that will always be an important part of your visit to Central Australia.
Ranked as one of the planet’s top 20 treks, The Larapinta Trail links 
with other walking tracks, with the whole trail over 230km (143mi) 
long beginning at the Alice Springs Telegraph Station. The western 
end of the trail finishes at the highest point with Mount Sonder, a 
favourite subject of artist Albert Namatjira.
While all Trailheads have a water supply, research how much water 
to trek with daily for each section. Some have free gas barbecues, 
others you need to bring correct change for camping fees, to ensure 
you are well prepared for your one or two day walks. You can enjoy 
magnificent night skies and camp under the stars along the way, 
arrange supplies to be dropped off to you, or you trek 
with all your own supplies.
Maps and Park information can be picked up from the 
Visitor Information Centre, or contact an experienced 
tour operator for further information.

Larapinta Trail

Mount Sonder
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SCAN ME

Parks & Wildlife have introduced an online booking system. 
Check all Parks for site availability prior to arrival.

https://parkbookings.nt.gov.au/Web/
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EAST 
MACDONNELL
RANGES
Enjoy the pace of the East MacDonnell 
Ranges, The Binns Track, the adventure,  
the smaller crowds.

Never underestimate the beauty or cultural significance of the lesser 
known East MacDonnell Ranges, for your next adventure. These 
stunning rock formations, river beds, valleys and the rugged ranges 
that dominate your travels east, will glow a different colour and offer 
a different pace.

THE BINNS TRACK
The complete journey starts at the South Australia border 
and has you winding through remote national parks, 
amazing camping opportunities and fascinating outback 
towns. Covering a total track length of 2230kms, this is 
an adventure journey you will never forget. 
Named after Bill Binns, a dedicated NT Parks & Wildlife ranger for over 
32 years, it was created to allow tourists to explore regions of the NT 
not often visited and offering 4WD adventure. 

ALICE SPRINGS TO  
YEPERENYE EMILY GAP – 15 km
This is your first stop to walk amongst a 
sacred area to the local traditional people  
and offers large rock paintings and  
engravings depicting the caterpillar  
dreaming of Mparntwe (Alice Springs).

JESSIE GAP TO  
CORROBBOREE ROCK – 26 km 
Formed over 800 million years ago by salt 
lakes. This dolomite structure is a sacred men's 
site, important to the local Indigenous today. 

Yeperenye / Emily and Jessie Gaps Nature Park

Emily Gap

Jessie Gap

no access
north of gap

shared
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cyclist

Trail Distance 7.2km - 2 hours walking - one way
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SCAN ME

Ross River

https://northernterritory.com/drive/binns-track


64	 Explore The Red Centre� EAST MACDONNELL RANGES

THE BINNS TRACK
CORROBBOREE ROCK TO TREPHINA GORGE  
NATURE PARK – 30 km
Home of the largest ghost gum (Corymbia aparrerinja) 
in Australia, this park offers a variety of short and 
experienced walks. With birds and other wildlife frequent 
visitors, sheer quartzite cliffs and River Red Gum lined 
watercourses, this is a wonderful photo opportunity.

N’DALA GORGE NATURE PARK
Back on the Ross Highway, pass the Arltunga Rd 5 km and through 
Ross River Resort. Head through on the Ringwood Rd and into 
the park. Known as a cultural treasure, this park boasts 6,000 
individual petroglyphs, or rock carvings. This is a must for any art 
lover! Accessible by 4WD vehicle only. 
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Bookings: Please Scan the QR Code

voicemap.me

DISCOVER THE EAST MACS - SELF DRIVE APP

Explore the splendid East MacDonnell Ranges in the comfort 
of your own vehicle. From Alice Springs to Ross River Resort, 
it’s a wonderful half-day tour.

Local Guides          Good Value          Great Experience

https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/trephina-gorge-nature-park
https://voicemap.me/
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THE BINNS TRACK
ROSS RIVER HOMESTEAD – 83 km from Alice Springs 
Open only for group bookings. Offering accommodation, camping, 
meals and more, this is a picturesque place to spend a day or more.
ARLTUNGA HISTORIC RESERVE
Arltunga Bush Pub offers camping options and the  
Bush Bars hope to open soon. Turn off from Ross 
Highway (5 km after Trephina Gorge T/O – 75 km from 
Alice Springs). Follow the gravel road 33km to the Visitor 
Centre. Get all the information from the interpretive boards.  
This offers an insight to the history of the first settlement in Central 
Australia. With a ‘rush on’ for what was first thought were rubies, 
garnets and then later gold, this was the reason Arltunga had nearly 
300 people, well before Stuart, now Alice Springs, was established. 
Old buildings have been preserved in the region and are well worth the 
visit or camp.  *No Fossicking Allowed.
RUBY GAP NATURE PARK – 40 km from Arltunga
You will need a full day minimum, to visit this remote and 
rugged terrain, that is not to be underestimated. Enjoy 
bush camping and experienced walkers will be rewarded 
after a 2 km walk to Glen Annie Gorge. Travelling on, further north to 
Gemtree, enjoy some varied and stunning views from your window, 
and make the most of a few night stopover and a fossicking tour, when 
you reach out on the Plenty Highway.
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https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/arltunga-historical-reserve
https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/ruby-gap-nature-park
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THE BINNS TRACK
MT DARE TO ALICE SPRINGS – 527 km  1 – 2+ Days
While flanking the western edge of the Simpson Desert, you will 
pass sand ridges 5-8 mtrs high and meander through the Finke River 
flood-out. Stop for a picnic lunch at Old Andado Homestead where 
pioneering pastoralist Molly Clark lived for over 50 years. 

ALICE SPRINGS TO GEMTREE – 138 km 1 – 2+ Days
East MacDonnell Ranges offer many stop overs including Emily & 
Jesse Gap, Trephina Gorge and more. Heading to Ruby Gap Nature 
Park (4WD only) look for the many native birds and wildlife along the 
river bed. Camping is a wonderful option especially for experienced 
walkers to enjoy. Onto the Pinnacles Track to Gemtree through the 
rugged but breathtaking Harts Range. Fossick for gems either on your 
own or with a tour from your base at Gemtree. 

GEMTREE Enjoy the peaceful camping and your next adventure. 
With assorted cabin options, shady spacious sites, camp fire pits, 
pet friendly, you have all you need and more. Experience the thrill 
of fossicking for your own gems - nurtured by nature for millions of 
years. Take a tour to make the most of your fossicking time to find 
your own gems and turn them into a special memory piece. The Gem 
Room offers an extensive range of jewellery, gems, crystals, and 
mineral specimens for that unique gift. Come and enjoy our little gem 
in the outback! Wander. Discover. Explore!

• Assorted A/C Cabins & Rooms • Powered & Unpowered sites 
• Billabong Bar and Camp Oven kitchen
• Fossicking Tours • Gem Room • Museum • Shop with fuel & takeaway

140kms North East on sealed road from Alice Springs

PH: (08) 8956 9855 www.gemtree.com.au

Gemtree

Dalhousie Hot Springs

SCAN ME

https://gemtree.com.au/
https://gemtree.com.au/
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THE BINNS TRACK
GEMTREE TO TENNANT CREEK – 509 km  2+ Days 
As you travel further north, to Iytwelepenty/Davenport Ranges 
National Park you can embrace the peaceful surrounds, enjoy a 
swim or stay and camp in this tranquil setting. A short detour to 
Karlu Karlu/Devils Marbles is a must do, home to massive granite 
boulders and best photos taken at sunrise or sunset, when the 
colours are at their best for any photograph.

TENNANT CREEK TO DUNMARRA – 355 km  2+Days 
Stopover in Tennant Creek to discover gold history at Battery Hill 
Mining Centre or the unique Nyinkka Nyunyu Art & Culture centre. 
The Telegraph Station and Tingkkarli/Lake Mary Ann, all north of 
Tennant Creek offer wonderful day trips or while on your way to 
Dunmarra.

DUNMARRA TO TIMBER CREEK – 430 km  2+ Days
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VEHICLE HIRE & 
AUTO SERVICES

Chambers Pillar

Reliable touring is your priority. Even in the 
outback you can count on quality service, with 
local knowledge and experience, so look after 
your most important travel partner.

ROAD TRIPS - DRIVE TIPS
•	 �The Northern Territory (NT) has vast stretches of variable speed and 

surfaced roads. The speed limit in the NT is 110 km per hour on open 
roads unless otherwise signposted.

•	 Reduce to a safe slower speed on unsealed roads.
•	 Do not drive on 4WD tracks with a 2WD vehicle. 
•	 �If you are not accustomed to driving long distances or in extreme 

heat, driver’s fatigue can occur, so stop and rest frequently at regular 
rest stops available. 

•	 �Many national roads travel through national parks and stations. Avoid 
driving at dusk or dawn or even at night as stock/wildlife may cross 
the roads. Do not swerve suddenly and safely reduce your speed. 

Cnr (20) Elder St & Milner Rd 
Alice Springs

E. admin@wbmws.com.au
24hr Emergency Service:  

0428 246 834

wbwindscreens.com.au

• Windscreens
• Sides & rear glass 
• StoneChip repairs
• Bus, coach, heavy machinery 
• All insurance work
• Vehicle detailing
• TINTING – house, vehicles 

& more

mobile

W i n d s c r e e nW i n d s c r e e n
Hosp i t a lHosp i t a l

08 8953 1886

WB WINDSCREENS These are the people to trust when you need all 
things to do with windscreens, tinting, car detailing and with a mobile 
service offered as well. Their experience and quality work is assured, and 
they offer friendly and an affordable service. If you get into trouble with 
a windscreen, WB’s will get you back on the road again as quick as they 
can. Call in for a quote to get those windscreen chips fixed before they 
turn into a major problem along your travels.

https://wbwindscreens.com.au/auto-glass-windscreens-sides-rears/
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PEDDERS offers repairs, replacement and upgrade parts that includes 
shock absorbers, coil springs, steering, towbars, wheel alignments, 
chassis parts & brakes. Visit the local experts for the best quality and 
service for your passenger car, 4x4, SUV, light commercial vehicles, and 
caravan suspension.

For all your undercar needs talk to us today!

Pedders Alice Springs
52 Elder Street, Alice Springs

Phone: (08) 8952 0430
Email: alicesprings@pedders.com.au

TOW & LOAD 
EXPERTS!

5 Whittaker Street, Alice Springs
(08) 8952 2388 | sales@aridoffroad.com.au

www.centralcomms.com.au | www.aridoffroad.com.au

CENTRAL COMMS & ARID OFFROAD

...when you're serious about radio & satellite communications 
and vehicle accessories... 
Central Comms & Arid Offroad

https://www.pedders.com.au/store/au/nt/alice-springs/
https://www.centralcomms.com.au/
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NORTH OF 
ALICE SPRINGS
Heading north from Alice Springs on the 
Stuart Highway - part of Explorers Way - 
take your time and experience many of the 
historic and natural wonders.

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN – 34 km – A locally designed monument 
dividing the tropics from the Southern Temperate Zone.
ARLTUNGA HISTORICAL RESERVE – Turn off on right 50 km
WARBURTON MEMORIAL – 60 km – In 1873 Peter Egerton-
Warburton and his party, set out for the unknown across the Great 
Sandy Desert.
PLENTY HIGHWAY – Turn off – Stop into Gemtree (140 km sealed 
road) and along the Binns Track & Outback Way.

CONNORS WELL – 97 km – First dug during the 1880’s to supply 
Overland Telegraph Line workers and drovers with water.
NATIVE GAP CONSERVATION RESERVE – 115 km – This rocky 
sandstone outcrop contains a variety of native species, including 
Native Fig, Ironwood, Cyprus Pine and more. Black-footed Rock 
Wallabies and Euros may be seen here, especially around dusk. 

RYAN’S WELL HISTORICAL RESERVE - 126 km – Dug 
in 1889, the shaft of the well was sunk to 24 metres (79 
feet). This was fitted with 2 x 45 litre (12 gallon) buckets 
that supplied over 7,700 litres (2035 gallons approx)

GLEN MAGGIE HOMESTEAD – 126 km – Across the road from 
Ryan’s well, in 1914 the Nicker family set up a mulga and clay dwelling 
and extended their home with a main bedroom & living area in 1918.

Slow down if you see a Wedge Tailed 
Eagle feeding on the side of the road. 
With huge wingspans of up to 3 metres 
they can be slow to take flight. These 
big birds of prey are easily injured and 
can do extensive damage to a vehicle. 
Slow down and be aware.

WATCH FOR WEDGETAIL EAGLES!

Tropic of Capricorn      

SCAN ME

Cattle cross this highway at many points due to 
unfenced or open sections, so enjoy outback roads 
at a comfortable pace, so it’s safe for all.

https://nt.gov.au/parks/find-a-park/native-gap-conservation-reserve
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Native Gap     Anmatjere Man - Aileron

• Caravan Park 
• Motel 
• Backpackers
• Meals &

BYO License
• Wildlife

• Scenic Walks
• Sunday Roasts
• The famous

Anmatjere Man
(17 metre statue)

Stay & Explore

Ph 08 8956 9703
132kms North of Alice Springs

Stuart Highway, Northern Territory

AILERON ROADHOUSE & CARAVAN PARK - 134 km
North of Alice Springs at the turnoff, drop in and stay at one of the 
cleanest roadhouses and caravan parks along the Stuart Hwy. Enjoy 
great meals, with BYO license, enjoy a walk to view ‘The Big Man’ 
(Anmatjere Man) on the hill, and have a look at the great artworks, all 
sourced locally. Motel rooms and a caravan park make for a relaxing 
stay and ask about local attractions.

https://www.aileronroadhouse.com.au/
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TI TREE
ANMATJERE is the 
name given to Ti Tree 
and its surrounding 
communities and 
smaller outstations. Located 194km north of Alice Springs travelling 
past the Tanami Road and Plenty Highways, offering spectacular 
landscapes and memories of historic events. The town hosts a school 
for the local population of approximately 550 people.
There are three major Aboriginal languages spoken in the Central 
Desert region - Warlpiri, Anmatjere and Eastern Arrernte. English 
is commonly spoken as a third or fourth language. This culturally 
strong and linguistically diverse region highlights the importance 
of maintaining strong connections to country and healthy family 
relationships. Whilst each language is different, nearly all Aboriginal 
people living in the region can understand each other and are usually 
fluent in several languages.

HOW MANY 
INDIGENOUS 

LANGUAGES?
In Australia there are more 

than 250 Indgenous languages 
including 800 dialects, each being 

specific to particular people in a 
particular area. Arnhem Land has 
many different languages spoken 

over a small area. In the huge 
Western Desert different dialects 

of one language are spoken.

GREAT GRAPE GROWING
The early 1970s saw Ian Dahlenburg’s vision of 
Ti Tree farm – originally 1 square mile of densely 
covered mulga scrub begin to take shape. Table 
grapes, rockmelons, watermelons, zucchini, figs, 
peaches, nectarines, asparagus and a variety of 
citrus all do well. A Monument at Central Mt Stuart 
commemorates this great farming pioneer.
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In the heart of Anmatjere country, TI-TREE ROADHOUSE offers 
Motel & Caravan Park accommodation, fresh fast food, fuel, and  
super friendly staff. Located on Stuart Hwy 200kms north of Alice 
Springs and approx. 315 kms south of Tennant Creek, this is a great 
stop over to relax and take a break, and is open 7 days a week. Break 
your drive up and enjoy a night in the licensed bar with counter meals 
available most days.

titreeroadhouse@bigpond.com

• Roadhouse
• Food on the go

• Caravan Park
• Motel Rooms

• Bar & Restaurant
• Fuel

/titreeroadhousent 

Ti•Tree Roadhouse
Come and visit the Ti-Tree Roadhouse, we will provide you 

with accommodation, food and super friendly staff.
We are located on Stuart Hwy in the Northern Territory 

and open 7 days a week.

(08) 8956 9741

DRIVING TIP: MAINTAIN A GAP
On sealed roads always maintain at least a 2-3 

second gap between each vehicle. On dirt roads 
and tracks you need a lot more, as stopping 

distances are greatly increased. It makes no 
sense to drive in someone’s dust cloud!

https://www.facebook.com/titreeroadhousent/
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Barrow Creek Telegraph Station building

Find the golden heart of the Barkly region - Find the golden heart of the Barkly region - 
Tennant Creek - located 500 kilometres north Tennant Creek - located 500 kilometres north 
of Alice Springs and 1000 kilometres south of Alice Springs and 1000 kilometres south 
of Darwin. With wayside inns, historic stock of Darwin. With wayside inns, historic stock 
routes, Aboriginal culture and fascinating flora routes, Aboriginal culture and fascinating flora 
and fauna, there is so much to explore!and fauna, there is so much to explore!

TENNANT CREEK 
& THE BARKLY 
REGION 

With an area of 322,713km2, the Barkly Region is larger than Italy, New 
Zealand or the United Kingdom! Extending from Barrow Creek in the 
south to Newcastle Waters in the north, this vast region is steeped in 
both traditional Aboriginal culture and prime cattle country.
A friendly town, Tennant Creek offers accommodation to suit all 
travellers, great dining options and attractions and tours to enjoy.
Pick up a copy of our local visitor guide Explore Tennant Creek & 
the Barkly Region and discover all there is to know about the region, 
whether you are coming from the south or the north.

EXPLORERS WAY

EXPLORE MORE WITH OUR DEDICATED GUIDE
•	 5 Day Suggested  

Itineraries
•	 Accommodation
•	 Events

•	 Attractions, tours 
& adventures

•	 Great Maps
•	 Dining

•	 Arts & culture
•	 Flora & fauna
•	 Kids fun page
•	 Explore more!

SCAN + DOWNLOAD + LINKS!! 
Pick up a copy, or make the most of the online guide while you are 
in mobile range. Easy links to NT Parks Fact Sheets, websites and 
other handy tips for your travels.

EXPLORETENNANTCREEK.COM.AU

GET THE SCOOP ON 
TENNANT CREEK & 

THE BARKLY REGION!

exploretennantcreek.com.au
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Heading from west to east, starting in 
Laverton, Western Australia to Winton, 

Queensland via the Northern Territory’s Red 
Centre and travels along a well-worn track through the 
heart of Australia. Covering around 2,700km, the Outback 
Way is Australia’s version of Route 66, the great Australian road trip, 
on which you can unearth the magic of an outback journey like never 
before. The colours will constantly change, from beautiful to amazing, 
as only the Australian outback can offer. Collect memories with every 
kilometre and take your time to savour the unique architecture of 
every mountain range, marvel at nature’s diversity where you get to 
awaken your senses.
You can zig-zag the nation along the trail or do shorter, invigorating 
trips. Immerse yourself in Indigenous culture and explore the Art Trail, 
hear the whisper of the desert oaks. Be amazed at the pioneering 
stamina all along the way, join in the country spirit of an outback 
festival and dance with the dinosaurs in Winton. Fossick for gems at 
THE GEMTREE, make paper out of spinifex at CURTIN SPRINGS 
STATION, watch a weather balloon launch in Warakuna. At each of 
your stops along the way you will be richer for learning a little more 
about this amazing country we share.
Laverton - Tjukayirla Roadhouse 306 km 5 hours 11 mins
Tjukayirla Roadhouse – Warburton 247 km 3 hours 15 mins
Warburton – Warakurna 228 km 2 hours 52 mins
Warakurna – Yulara 333 km 3 hours 52 mins
Yulara - Curtin Springs 82.5 km 48 mins
Curtin Springs - Stuarts Well 269 km 2 hours 36 mins
Stuarts Well - Alice Springs 92.1 km 1 hour 
Alice Springs – Gemtree 138 km 1 hour  25 mins
Gemtree - Jervois Station 208 km 2 hours  4 mins
Jervois Station – Tobermorey 219 km 2 hours 19 mins
Tobermorey – Boulia 251 km 2 hours 53 mins
Boulia – Winton 364 km 4 hours 3 mins

Drive times are approximate and do not allow for stops. Road conditions 
may change due to weather and could delay times. Check for other stops in 
between these distances at outbackway.org.au/plan-your-trip/

Geocache along The Outback Way
Find treasures with 35 caches hidden along 
the way. Keep the kids interested and excited 
about what is yet to come. Register online at 
outbackway.org.au/shop/ *fee applies

Winton

SCAN ME

https://www.outbackway.org.au/
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KIDS FUN! 
Using a torch, you 
can ‘flash’ the letters 
of your name with 
longer and shorter 
bursts of light. See 
if you can do a whole 
sentence to a friend 
or family member 
using the Morse Code 
alphabet.

FIND THE WONDER WORD!
Find every word in the list in order for the WONDERWORD to appear.

D O T R E S E D A L

E N O R D G E M N L

R U O T A G E I Z E

P A R K O I A U A N

X I A R S R L R C N

P P G L T A E U H O

O E N D U N M L I D

P M A C A G A U L C

R O K E R E C I L A

R A I N T S A L A M

Alice
Anzac Hill
Camel
Camp
Desert
Dot
Drone
Gem
Gorge
Kangaroo
MacDonnell
Mala
Park
Rain
Ranges
Red
Roadtrains
Stuart
Tour
Trail
Trip
Uluru

SPOTTO!
Keep a look out for these Spotto items as you travel and  
when you see one, shout out “Spotto” and name your item.  
• Keep your own tally • 5 points for the first one to spot a Spotto

	� Blue Roadtrain
	� Salt Lake
	� Greyhound Bus
	� Trailer with furniture
	� Double wheel caravan
	� Jet Trail in the sky

	� Motorbike
	� Camel Road sign
	� Yellow Car
	� Petrol Tanker
	� Rainbow
	� Animal shaped cloud

Wonderword: Explore
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2451 2432 2737 1759 4266 BROOME
1829 627 605 914 476 2443 DALY WATERS

589 1872 1211 1190 1497 113 3027 DARWIN
631 48 1872 580 556 866 518 2396 DUNMARRA

104 736 152 1976 475 456 762 623 2292 ELLIOTT
961 1065 1696 1113 2937 491 919 200 1584 1331 ERLDUNDA

1683 722 618 255 576 1858 1198 1138 1484 299 3014 JABIRU
303 1380 420 315 316 273 1556 895 875 1181 203 2711 KATHERINE

1467 1770 87 1047 1152 1783 1199 3023 572 1005 286 1670 1268 KULGERA
1285 182 485 1198 237 133 498 90 1739 712 653 999 385 2529 LARRIMAH

76 1361 106 409 1274 313 209 422 167 1663 768 729 1075 309 2605 MATARANKA
197 273 1557 91 213 1471 510 406 226 363 1646 985 965 1271 113 2801 PINE CREEK

602 405 329 955 512 814 869 92 196 828 244 2068 383 371 678 704 2199 RENNER SPRINGS
161 763 566 490 794 673 975 708 253 358 989 405 1801 222 211 508 876 2038 TENNANT CREEK

25 137 739 542 466 818 649 951 732 229 333 964 381 2205 246 219 533 852 2063 THREEWAYS
935 959 798 376 392 468 1753 286 588 1666 706 601 601 559 1270 1181 1159 1467 489 1997 TIMBER CREEK

1273 339 314 476 1077 881 805 480 987 1290 393 568 672 1303 719 2543 93 566 194 1190 1724 TI TREE
203 1069 143 111 281 874 679 603 673 784 1086 573 366 466 1100 515 2342 88 363 397 985 1925 WAUCHOPE

20 182 1092 157 133 294 896 699 623 662 806 1108 575 386 490 1121 538 2362 89 344 376 1009 1906 WYCLIFFE WELL
820 841 639 1912 978 953 1114 1717 1520 1444 332 1626 1929 246 1207 1311 1942 1359 3183 731 1164 446 1829 1576 YULARA
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TIME ZONES
South Australia and the Northern 
Territory usually share the same 
time, except from October to March, 
SA is one hour ahead. 
When crossing from Queensland into 
the Northern Territory you need to 
put your clocks back ½ hour. Neither 
place has daylight savings.
If crossing from Western Australia 
into the NT, add 1 ½ hours.
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1285 182 485 1198 237 133 498 90 1739 712 653 999 385 2529 LARRIMAH

76 1361 106 409 1274 313 209 422 167 1663 768 729 1075 309 2605 MATARANKA
197 273 1557 91 213 1471 510 406 226 363 1646 985 965 1271 113 2801 PINE CREEK

602 405 329 955 512 814 869 92 196 828 244 2068 383 371 678 704 2199 RENNER SPRINGS
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25 137 739 542 466 818 649 951 732 229 333 964 381 2205 246 219 533 852 2063 THREEWAYS
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1273 339 314 476 1077 881 805 480 987 1290 393 568 672 1303 719 2543 93 566 194 1190 1724 TI TREE
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DISTANCE
GRID
Measured in kilometres 
Approximate distances only
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These iconic drives showcase an ancient culture and the natural diversity of 
this spectacular Territory. Follow these ‘self-drive’ options and when you share 
your memories on social media include #exploretheredcentre #exploreoz 
#exploretennantcreek so we can join your journey!

EXPLORERS WAY  
northernterritory.com/drive/explorers-way

Follow in explorer John McDouall 
Stuart's footsteps on a trail he first 
blazed in the 1860’s on a 3000km drive. 
Pass through diverse landscapes and 
some of Australia most famous icons, 
explore the rich Indigenous culture on 
sealed highways between Adelaide and 
Darwin.

THE RED CENTRE WAY 
northernterritory.com/drive/red-centre-way  

Explore stunning locations, covering 
Alice Springs through Tjoritja/West 
MacDonnell Ranges, to Watarrka/
Kings Canyon and on to the magnificent 
Uluru/Ayers Rock and Kata Tjuta/Olgas.

Start or finish in Alice Springs and 
marvel at stunning gorges, swim in 
one of the permanent waterholes, walk 
through soaring red cliffs and discover 
lush ancient forests. Take in the culture 
throughout the journey with ancient 
rock art and Dreamtime stories that 
will deepen your understanding of  
this incredible region.

BINNS TRACK  
northernterritory.com/drive/binns-track 

This is a 2190km rugged and rewarding 
drive through spectacular nature 
reserves, venturing off the beaten 
track. This epic journey rates as one of 
the top four wheel drive experiences 
in the country. Starting at Mt. Dare 
adjacent to the Northern Territory 
& South Australia border, this track 
weaves through the Red Centre 
towards the tropics of the Top End.

OUTBACK WAY  
outbackway.org.au

Called ‘Australia’s longest shortcut’, 
heading east to west you'll travel 
2700km, from Laverton in WA through 
the Red Centre to Winton in QLD, 
with its famous dinosaur festival. 
For the longest geocache trails in the 
world from Perth, WA to Cairns in 
Queensland, you can collect memories 
along the way. 

TOURIST DRIVES OF THE 
NORTHERN TERRITORY
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Wherever you go,Wherever you go,
take us with youtake us with you

Pick up a copy or  Pick up a copy or  
download our guidesdownload our guides

https://exploreoz.com.au/

